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To Ma. HUNTINGTON. 


London, Sept. 10, 1794. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


As I underſtand you are frequently troubled, and 
put to unneceſſary expenſe, with impertinent and 
unedifying letters, I humbly beg excuſe for troubling 
you again at this time, hoping you will not have rea- 
fon at leaſt to complain of the impertinence of this 
letter, however much of its ignorance, and none at 
all of its expenſe. I had the happineſs laſt night, as 
in the good providence of God I have often had be- 
fore, to hear you at Monkwell-ſtreet Chapel on the 
text © Stand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
« made us free,” &c. with much ſatisfaction, and 
I hope, by the bleſſing of God, with ſome edification. 
I think, if, after ſuch a ſermon, and the doctrines 
contained in and enforced by it, your adverſaries con- 
tinue to inſiſt upon the danger of your doctrines, and 
the error of your judgment as a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel, they muſt form an hypotheſis by malice and 
prejudice, and uſe the arguments from falſchood and 
ſlander, There is no doubt but that, if a man be 
made an offender for a word, or his own natural 
mode of expreſſion, who among men (who are all, 
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at the beſt but imperfect), who among them ſhall 


eſcape judgment and condemnation ? only, however, 


as it is happy for them, by their own brethren, fallible 
as themſelves, and accountable fo the judgment, and 
liable to the condemnation, without repentance, of 
him who is only impartial and juſt. According to 
my weak judgment, you fully ſettled the diſpute with 
your adverſaries reſpecting Antinomianiſm, and re- 
moved the ſmalleſt doubt (to any one) of the ortho- 
dexy of your principles reſpecting the believer's 
freedom from: the law- as a covenant of works, and 


of ſubj ction to it as a rule of obedience for life, or 


as a rule of obedience at all, only as a tranſcript of 
the moral perfections of God, and perfect ſtandard 
of righteouſneſs; which is wrought out by Jeſus 
Chrift for all whom the Father has given him, and 
applied to them through the faith of the operation of 
his Spirit, which works by love; and, as it is perfect 


and pure, and abounds to God and man, is a fulfilling 


of the law. Your correſpondent, whom you men- 
tioned laſt night, appears to me to be juſt ſuch a man 
in principle as your adverſaries miſtake you for; Ac- 
cording to what you mentioned of him, as appears to 
me, he is an Antinomian in the proper ſenſe of the 
word, When he is once freed from the ſenſible 
bondage of the law, he ſeems to flatter himſelf he 
has nothing to fear from its power (as to bondage) 
for ever again. But I am afraid he ſoon will, as 
uſual, if we aright know ourſelves, and the law, and 
its author, and at the ſame time examine our own 

difpolitions 
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diſpoſitions and practice for one week, much more 
a month or year, that we ſhall be condemned by our- 
ſelves, and ſhut up; that we can obtain no relief, but 
by the ſame power that looſed the bonds of our 
ſpiritual death. But I need not, Sir, mention theſe 
things to you, neither do I on any other account but 
to expreſs my own mind to you as a friend, not as at- 
tempting in any reſpect to inſtruct one at whoſe feet 
Lam happy to learn. I could not help laſt night ob- 
ſerving the wiſdom and truth of God in making all 
things work for good to them that love him, when I 
had the happineſs to hear ſuch a ſermon, occaſioned; 
(as I: fuppoſe) ehie fly hy the incident of your correſ 
pondent's letter; and is to me a further proof of the 
utility of argument, and even in ſome degree of 
controvetſy, in the diſcovery and defence of the 
truth.— humbly think, Sir, after preparing-fuch a 
ſermon, and not only ſo, but in immediate anſwer to 
ſuch objections, and in defence of ſuch doctrines; 
which I believe you yourſelf are ſuppoſed by many 
to condemn; it would be bath doing injuſtice to yours 
ſelf, and withholding from the public a valuable 
means of inſtruction, if you do not publiſh it. About 
ſix weeks ago; when you preached at Monkwell- 
ſtreet the ſermon on the abolition of the authority of 
the law over believers in Chriſt, I was (I muſt con- 
feſs) ſo much taken with i it, that I would have almoſt 
given any thing for a copy of it; but did not think 
it was poſſible you could have time, and take the 
trouble, to write out at length ſuch a copious diſ- 
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1 
cdurſe beſdre delivery; and, if even you had at- 
tempted it afterwards, ybu could not have dome any 
thing at all near the ſentiments, not to ſay preciſe 
worde; biſt, when (to my great ſatisfaction) I found 
it publ ſhed almdſt word for word as it was delivered 
from the pulpit, I muft fay-I was much ſurpriſed, 
and eould not help admiring both the natural and 
gracious qualifications of the author. By the pub- 
keation of that ſermon J believe, Sir, you have at 


once defended your own cauſe and that of truth; 


while you have favoured the public at large, and 


thoſe who heard it in particular, with an inſtruttive 


and edifying diſcourſe on the ſubject. I, among 
others, was minded to ſolicit the publication of it, 
and would actually have taken the liberty, if it had 
not been for the reaſons above mentioned that I 
did not think you could either have written it be- 
fore, or could remember it with any degree of pre- 
ciſion afterwards. — However, I do not think this 
preached laſt night any thing inferior to it; and on 
this account, Sir, I would earneſtly beg of you, that, 
as you regard the vindication of your character, and 
your ſucceſs as a miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt in 
the converſion of finners, and the edification of 
faints, either immediately, in your own connexion, 
or more at large, you wall favour them with the pub- 
lication of it, _ 2 
I am, Sir, 
Your's, with due eſteem, 


N. FC H. . 
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To MR. HUNTINGTON, 


SIR, 


1 pert to return my ſincere thanks to Almighty 
God for hearing and anſwering my requeſt, in ſending 
you forth this morning to deſcribe the very feelings of 
my poor ſou}; for I did not know it was got under 
bondage to the law; J thought I was an hypocrite,” 
and I defired the Lord to ſend you to ſhew me if I 
was; and, if not, that you might bring forth ſome 


faint that had been in my ſtate; which the Lord has 


; condeſcended to do. The Lord grant me a grateful 
heart for his great mercies. Dear Sir, pray for me, 
that the Lord may bring my foul out of this priſon, 
that I may praiſe his holy name; and may the Lord 
give you a double portion of his Spirit. 


From your ſincere daughter, 


— 
Sept. 14, 1794. | 
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COURTEOUS READER, 


Turk are but few of God's children, however 


dark, weak, or rickety, but what underſtand ſome- 
thing of Satan's violent aſſaults, blaſphemous attacks; 
cruel accuſations, and fiery darts: but, in his tranſ- 
formation into the likeneſs, character, and office, of 
an angel of light, he'is not ſo eaſily perceived, I mean 


when he goes of his own accord out of a man, and, as 


an enemy, a vexer, and an accuſer, leaves the houſe 
empty, ſwept, and garniſbed: when he comes alſo to 
move the paſſions of a way- ſide hearer by an eloquent 


orator, in order to draw out the bowels of natural af- 


fections to the carnal and hypocritical, and to excite 
enmity to the ſovereignty of God, to the miniſters of 
the Spirit, and to mount Zion; when he comes to 


| furniſh the head, and illuminate the mind, of a Judas, 


and make his light darkneſs; to enforce the law as a 
rule of life, in order to bring into bondage, to re- 
buke fin in pious Mary, and enforce liberality from 
the price of her ointment ; to reform outward conduct 
by a blind zeal, and varniſh a ſepulchre, or cover 
with turf an old grave that appears not; when he 

ſets 
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wiſh they were. 
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ſets Jannes and Jambres to withſtand the miracles of 
Moſes, and the diſciples of Moſes to confront Paul; 
when he enforces the law of God in order to fruſtrate 
his grace; when he ſpeaks great ſwelling words of 
vanity, to allure through the Juſt of the fleſh; and 
promiſesliberty, in order to lead ſinners into the bonds 
of corruption; when he preaches Chriſt out of envy, to 
add afflictions to an apoile's bonds; when he enforces 
enlargement of heart, to expel the offence of the croſs; 
when he creeps into houſes with the ſhew of truth, to 
lead captive ſilly women, in the bonds of iniquity.— 
All theſe branches of Satan's policy and prieſtcraft are 
Hot ſo well underſtood by every believer as I could 


And, as for the ſpirit of the law—its influence 
and effe&s, the bondage that it genders, the wrath 
that 1t works, the cold chill that it communicates, 
the barrenneſs that attends it, the motions of fin by. 
it, the legal ſtrivings of a believer under it, and the 
miſerable ſucceſs that attends his labour—all this is 
leſs underſtood in our day than the policy of Satan. 


I have treated lately a little upon this ſubject, hav- 
ing experienced much of it myſelf; and in ſo doing 
have greatly diſpleaſed ſome, who never were pleaſed 
with any thing but themſelves. 


And, that I may ſeparate the vile from the precious, 
and ſhew the difference between a believer in bondage 
and 


1129 
and an infidel in freedom; the ſhame, nakedneſs, and 
emptineſs, of the hypocrite; that every tried faint 
may ſtir up himſelf againſt him; and that I may yet 
ſtarve the goats, and feed the ſheep ; plague the fool, 
and profit the wiſe; that carnal critics may diſplay 
their wiſdom in writing againſt it, and I have an op- 
portunity of expoſing their fooliſhneſs for attempt- 
ing it; are the only reaſons of its appearing in print. 


I have interwoven this Diſcourſe with part of 
another preached at Providence Chapel on Sunday 
morning, September 14; hoping God will bleſs both 
the warp and woof, while I remain, in the bonds of 
the goſpel, ever thine 


WM. HUNTINGTON. 
Paddington, 
Sept. 15, 1794. 
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SERMON. 


STAND FAST THEREFORE IN THE LIBERTY WHERE- 
WITH CHRIST HATH MADE US FREE, AND BE NOT 


ENTANGLED AGAIN WITH THE YOKE OF BONDAGE, 
Gat TT. 


Wu the apoſtle came firſt into the regions of 
Galatia, he and his meſſage were moſt cordially re- 
ceived. His perſonal deformity, which he calls 25 
temptation in his fleſh, they deſpiſed not, but received 
him as an angel of God, even as Chriſt Jeſus. The 
weight and power of the meſſage counterbalanced 
all the unſightlineſs of the meſſenger. The joyful 
tidings that he brought ſo excited their gratitude, 
that they would have pulled out their own eyes, and 
given them to Paul. — But love ſooneſt hot is ſooneſt 


cold. 


Paul withdraws from theſe regions, to lengthen 
the cords of Zion, and to ſpread. the curtains of 
her habitations a little farther; with an intent, in 


due time, to return and ſtrengthen her ſtakes, which 
925 55 
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he had left in Galatia, But, as the enemy often 
ſows tares while men ſleep, ſo he often attempts the 
debauch of a wife when the good man is not at 
home. Paul, the ſervant of Chriſt, withdraws ; 
and Satan, transformed in his miniſters, ſucceeds 
him. Righteouſneſs and perfection by the law 
are enforced by theſe ſecdſmmen of Satan, and 
cordially reccived by the ſimple in Galatia, Their 
hearts at this time were warmed with the love 
of God, and warm to God; and whatever God re- 
quires they were willing to perform; then they muff 
be circumciſed, and keep the law of Moſes. This was 
produced, and proved from” holy writ; and to this 
they gave heed : and, as they advanced nothing but 
what was in the bible, they took it for granted it 


muſt be right; and it was no more than reaſonable. 


that, as God was fo good to them, they ſhould do 
all they could to pleaſe him, and make him all the 
amends, and give him all the ſatisfaction, they could 
for his numerous favours to them: and, ſeeing the 


doctrine was ſcriptural, and enforced by Iſraelites, 


if not prieſts, who were warm zealous men, they 
were ali zealouſly affected to them, and their necks 
were ſoon inclined to bow to the legal yoke. 
- Theſe men were miniſters of Satan. Satan had 
before tried to blind the eyes of theſe Galatians, as 
he does all others, that the light of the goſpel ſhould 
not ſhine unto them ; but all in vain, for the light 
of the goſpel had ſhined into the hearts of theſe Gala- 
fians. Hence it was needful that Satan ſhould adopt 
| another 
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another method, more likely to ſucceed, being leſs 
ſuſpected; and that was by bringing them under the 
old vail of the law, under which the goſpel is hid. 
Satan's gloomy ſhade had not been ſufficient to keep 
the rays of the goſpel out, therefore by theſe prieſts 
of his he would lead them to the blackneſs of Sinai 
again, and to the frowns of God in a brokenlaw; where | 
the light of his countenance is hid, where God in 


E the face of Jeſus never ſhines, and where he would 
appear in thick darkneſs to them. Paul hears of 
4 this, and oppoſes them; charges theſe miniſters 
is with witchcraft, and the Galatians with Feoliſongß for 
1. adhering to them; telling them that they were not 
4 well affected; that theſe men would exclude them 
2 from Chriſt, that they might affect them. How .- 
10 ever their zeal is fired for works, and for perfecting 
A the good work begun. Paul tells them that nothing 
4 but fleſhly perfection is to be had in the law; and 
| that, if they went to the law for perfection, they 
8 muſt go there for righteouſneſs alſo - for Chriſt will 


be all in all, or nothing at all; that, if they were 
* circumciſed, Chriſt ſhould profit them nothing, for he 
will communicate no grace by the lav. 
However, the law doth not exclude boaſting, nor 
humble the proud heart. The legal leaven had be- 
gun to ferment; they were puffed up, and not to be 
taught by ſuch as Paul, whom they viewed as their 
enemy for attempting to hinder this good work. 
Paul tells them that, if he was their enemy, it was 
for telling the truth; and paſſes a double curſe 
| upon 
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upon that man, or angel, that ſhould preach any 
other goſpel than that which he had preached. He 


tells them that this perſuaſion came not from him 
that called them; that a little of that legal leaven 
would leaven the whole lump; and that they had 
been called to liberty; but that their liberty was not 
to be uſed as an occaſion to the fleſh, either in ſeek- 
ing fleſhly perfection by the works of the law, 
which is a ground of pride and boaſting, or in gra- 
tifying the evil deſires of the fleſh by uſing 5 
as a cloak. 


Stand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, and be not entangled again With the yoke of 


Sondage. 


In handling theſe words, I will treat, 
1. Of bondage. 
2: Of liberty. 
3. Of the fruits of liberty. 
4: Of this yoke of bondage.—And 


5. That it is poſſible for a believer in Chriſt 
to be entangled with it a ſecond time. 


I have no call to ſay much to the children of God 
about our natural bondage, for they have all felt it. 


We are all of us by nature in bondage to fin. 


Every beſetting fin, u ile in a ſtate of nature, lords 
it over us; and, whether willing or unwilling, we 
are ſlaves and drudges to it.— He that committeth ſin 


3 | is 
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Is the ſervant of fin.” And none, but God who kept 


Abimelek from touching Sarah, and Jabez from 
the grief of evil, can ever deliver us from this ty- 
rant. "85 Es 
We are in bondage under the guilt that we 
have contraſted by fin; which, with ſhame and 
confuſion, like a chain, binds the ſoul over to puniſh- 
ment. He bringeth out thoſe that are bound with 
chains, but the rebellious dwell in a dry land. 

We are in bondage to the king of terrors.— 
The guilty ſinner dreads death becauſe of a future 
reckoning ; he does not care to come to books, to 
take his trial, or to come to judgment; he knows 
that death leads to all theſe, and, therefore, through 
the fear of death, he is ſubject to bondage. | 

He is in bondage to Satan; he rules in the 
hearts of the children of diſobedience ; he has poſ- 


ſeſſion of them, and takes them captive at his 


will. —And none can deliver from this ſtrong man 
armed but he that came to deſtroy the works of 


the devil. 


We are in bondage to the precepts of the mo- 
ral law; bound to perform perfe& obedience to it, 
under pain of double death: and, knowing that we 
are. ſinners, the ſpirit of legal bondage to fear holds us 
faſt bound to the dread of death, hell, and damna- 
tion; and in this ſtate we are ſou! up under the law 
until faith comes, Thus we are priſoners for infinite 
debts; ſin is our ſtrong old, wrath our dreadful 

| B meditation ; 
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meditation; Satan our accuſer and jailer; and juf- 


tice will never, ut by the blood of the covenant, fend 


aus priſoner out of the pit. Zech. ix. 11. 

2dly, But God has ordained a releaſe, and proclaim- 
ed it; the jubilee trump is ſounded; and a furety for 
debtors is provided. Faith is beftowed by a gracious 
God, and by the Spirit it is wrought in the ſoul. Faith 
eyes the ſurety and the ſatisfaction, and ſweetly ap- 
Plies the atonement. Releaſe from guilt, and en- 
largement from the diſmal cell and dark regions, 
are the bleſſed effects of it; while a feeling ſenſe of 
God's eternal love in Chriſt, ſhed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghoſt, removes all the awful apprehen- 
fions of vindictive wrath, caſts out fear and torment, 
and leads and attracts the affections even to the right 


hand of God himſelf, where Chriſt ſitteth ; which is 


the ſoul's freedom of acceſs to God. The conſcience 
is freed from her guilt, the mind is freed from her 


fear, the heart freed from its native hardneſs, our 


thoughts are in harmony, and ſweetly ſatisfied with a 
Redeemer's fulneſs, and the tongue is looſed to ce- 
lebrate the high praiſes of God; the yoke of a Re- 
deemer becomes eaſy, His ſervice perfect freedom, his 
Ways pleaſantneſs, and all his paths peace. The root 
of this glortous matter, the ſpring of this bleſſed fe- 
licity, is the everlaſting love of God the Father, the 
dying love of the Lord Jeſus, and the ſweet opera- 
tions of the Spirit of love felt and enjoyed in the foul. 
Which leads me 


diy, 
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zdly, To conſider the fruits of this liberty, which, 

in a free-born citizen, in a ſon of the free-woman, are 
conſpicuous enough. Such an one cannot ſend away 
a diſtreſſed neighbour, ſaying, © Come again to mor- 
row, and I will give thee,” when he has plenty by- 
him. The love of God caſts out the love of money, 
the love of the world, and the friendſhip of it.—Bur 
he that fees a brother in need, and ſhuts up his bowels 
againſt him, how deelleth the love of Godin him? Not as 

it did in Zaccheus, when ſalvation came to his houſe. 

I bis liberty never leads men to countenance or 
vindicate the propagators of error, nor to undermine 
the reputation and labours of the faithful. Paul tells 
the Galations that this perſuaſion came not from him 
that called them they were bewitched into this. 
In the eyes of a true-born citizen of Zion a vile per- 
fon is contemned, but he honours them that fear the 
Lord. | 
A A perſon in liberty muſt be at a certainty about 
his ſtate; and be ſound, ſettled, and at a point, in 
the great and fundamental doctrines of the goſpel. If 
his thoughts are not in harmony here, he cannot 
make fraight paths for his feet ; there is no judgment 
in his goings; he flumbles at the word, and is far 
enough from having His feet in a large room. 

The liberty that ſprings from divine love does 
not lead men to pride, to lord it over the ſheep, 
much leſs over the under ſhepherds. — Charity vaunt- 
. eth not itſelf ; is not pujjed up; nor behaveth itſelf un- 
_ſeemly, Nor does it lead to licentiouſneſs, nor yet to 
5 2 preſump- 
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preſumption, much leſs to be wiſe above what is writ - 
ten, and to cavil at what they cannot diſprove. For 
unhumbled men, unbroken ſpirits, unexperienced, 
and unſavory ſouls, to talk of liberty, is like a whore 
with a brazen brow contending for modeſty. 

The liberty of a faint is guarded with a filial 
fear; which has God's goodneſs in Chriſt for its ob- 
ject, keeps the ſoul from uſing liberty as a cloak of 
maliciouſneſs, and from abuſing it as an occaſion to 
the fleſh, 

Liberty, that ſprings from the oi of joy, will make 
a man's face to ſhine, If the ſaving health of all na- 
tions is made known to the ſinner, God will be Phe 
health of bis countenance. A fallen countenance, which 
is the common index of a guilty conſcience, 11] be- 
comes an advocate for goſpel liberty. Unexperi-- 
enced and ſelf- condemned men ſhould never found 
the jubilee trump of the goſpel. Their ſound is un- 
certain, and they themſelves are living contradic- 
tions. I come now 

athly, To the yoke. Yearly ſervitude is ſome- 
times in ſcripture called a yoke. Let as many ſer- 
wants as are under the yoke count their maſters worthy 
of all honour. The ſervant is under the maſter. The 
maſter's will is the ſervant's rule. He works by the 
command of his maſter, and expects his hire for his 
labour; and to this the alluſion is in my text, The 
Galatians were not ſervants, but ſons, and therefore 
ſhould not take this yoke on their necks. This yoke 


is the moral law, that the judaizing teachers had car- 
| ried 


E 
ried to Antioch ; which was, ye muſt be circumciſed 
and keep the law of Moſes. At Antioch Paul and 
Barnabas withſtood them ; the apoſtles, who had 
the keys of the kingdom, to bind and looſe, at their 
ſynod at Jeruſalem condemned them; the releaſe ſent 
to Antioch expoſed them to contempt there ; and the 
diſciples of that city receiving their liberty with much 
joy and conſolation. Antioch grew too hot for theſe 
miniſters of Satan; therefore their maſter ſent them 
into the regions of Galatia, where perhaps the apoſ- 
tle's deciſion was not yet known; and here they la- 
boured hard with the old text, except ye be circumciſed, 
and keep the law of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. | he 
apoſtle Paul acquaints them with the affair at Jeru- 
falem; of the intention of the falſe brethren, who 
came in to ſpy out their liberty and bring tliem into 
bondage; and of their not giving place to them for 
a moment, that the truth of the goſpel might conti- 
nue with them; but he becomes their enemy for tell- 
ing the truth. They are for circumciſion, and for 
keeping the law; the former is to bring them in 
debtors to the latter. Theſe things were found in the 
ſcriptures, and appeared right to theſe ſimple fouls; 
and the devil's drift in it was to bring them under the 
miniſtration of the letter, and to ſet aſide the ſatiſ- 
faction of Chriſt. And, in order to make an out- 
ward ſhew, and blind their eyes, he led them to the 
old Jewiſh ſabbath, and to other days and months and 
times and years. And they thought that circumciſion 
and the moral law, and adhering to theſe things 
| I-32 would 
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would make them perfect. But Paul knew that per- 
fection, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, » A 
were all in Chriſt; and that thoſe who went to the 5 

law would neither enjoy Chriſt, nor any of theſe ; 
things in him; for he is king at Zion, not at Sinai; j 
and all his ſprings, rivers, and ftreams, are in the 
city, not in the wilderneſs; it is the rebellious, not 
| the obedient, that die! in à dry land. This is the 
| yoke in which they wanted to entangle them, that 
they might leave the liberty of /ors, and be influ- 
enced with the bondage of ſervants; that God might 
be viewed as a maſter, not as a father; that they 
might work for God, and not Gad work in them; that 
the reward might be reckoned lo them of debt, not of 
grace; that they might be excluded from Chriſt the ad- 
vocate, and go to the accuſations of Mojes ; reject the 
ſurety, and work at their own deb7-book. This is the 
| devil's witchcraft, and this is the Galatians' foolifoneſs ;, 
| and, becauſe this branch of prieſteraft required much 
| infernal wiſdom and policy to entangle theſe Gala- 
| tians in this yoke, it is called i, H. 
The word entangled ſeems to be an alluſion to fiſh 
entangled by an hook or net, to a bird entangled in 
a ſnare, or to a ſheep or deer entangled in a buſh; 
into which they are all brought unawares. And, as 
believers are compared to fiſh, to fowls, to ſheep, and 
to harts with horns, Satan employs various artiſts 
3 againſt the Houſbold of faith, in order to enſnare them; 
[ ſome of which are compared to fowlers, others to fiſh- 
ers, who /ecrifice to their own net and burn incenſe 19 
| | DE their 
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their on drag. And legal preachers, who handle the 
law unlawfully, make the Jewiſh altars and the two 
tables of ſtone which is intended for our welfare 4 
trap, and 4 ſtumbling block, to the people. And 
ſuch entanglers afe in their fins, and under the curſe; 
and, while thEy entangle the ſheep of Chriſt, the m- 
ſelves are nothing but 22 and britrs, who art nigh 
unto curflhg, whoſe end is to be burned. This Paul 
knew; and declares that they ſhould bear their own 
judgment, whoever they were, being accurſed of 
God; and he wiſhed them eut 6ff that troubled 
them; pronouncing a curſe upon all, either angels 
or men, that ſhould preach any other goſpel than 
that which he had preached. Which leads me 

thly, To treat of the poſſibility of a believer”s | 
being Erſtatigled again with the yoke of legal bond- 
age. This is a point that will not eafily go down | 
with friany profeſſors in our days. Men, who have 
been heiled without being wounded; ſaved before 
they were loſt ; and juſtified by grace before they 
were condemned by the law ; who have made their 
calling and election ſure, without crying day and night 
unto God; who underſtand all myſteries, but are deſti- 
tute of charity; whoſe faith ſtands in the word of the 
goſpel, but not in the power thereof; who have : 
eſcaped the taſk of ſelf-denial, and ſhunned the pe- 
rilous path of tribulation; who have no changes in 
their life, nor Lands in their death ; whoſe own will 
is their rule, and whoſe ſelf-ſufficiency is their god, 
and the object of their adoration ; who know every 
thing but their own ignorance, and all men but them- 

> 4 ſelves; 
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ſelves; who have never been chaſtened every day, 
nor plagued every morning; who have defeated Satan 
without receiving one fiery dart, and overcome the 


world without one war with it, or frown from it; 


who are got into the large room, and into the wealthy | 
Place, without coming either through fire or through 
water; who are purified without either Se fiery trial, 


or the furnace of affliction : theſe have not only 
overcome the world, the fleſh, and the devil; but 


they can defy the armies of the living God, without | 


being able to deſcribe one part of the experience. or 


ſufferings of a Chriſtian ſoldier, or one piece of the 
ſaints' heavenly panoply. They have defied both 
death and the devil, without ever re/ifting unto blood, 


or ſtriving again/? ſin. The war of theſe men is not 


with Satan, but with Chriſt; not with the enemies 
of God, but with the miniſters of Jeſus ; not with 
the worldlings, but with the ſaints. Theſe are not 
the weak who are to ſay they are ſtrong; theſe do 
not wait upon God to renew their ſtrength, but to 


gainſay the mouth and wiſdom that God has pro- 


miſed to give to his ſeryants, God's ſtrength ĩs not ex- 
pected to be made perfect in the weakneſs of theſe 


their ſtrength is firm: ſuch a champion is as Solo- 
mon's lion, the ſtrongeſt among beaſts, who truſts in 


his paws, and turns not away for any. He is the he- 
goat that is comely in his going, whole truſt 1s in his 


horns ; the greybound, who confides in his heels; and 
the king again} whom there is no riſing up; having 
never been engaged in the fight of faith, 
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Some tell us that a believer cannot be entangled 


| again with the yoke of bondage.—They cannot allow 


that the north wind can awake, and the ſouth wind 
(which are quite oppoſite to each other) blow upon 
one and the ſame garden. They think it is impoſſi- 
ble for a diſciple of Jeſus to be puffed up and 
ſoured with be læaven of the pbariſees; and that the 
Lord's kind caution to them to take heed and be- 
ware of their doctrines of free-will, ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
and legal bondage, was altogether uſeleſs and imper- 
tinent. But ſurely the Lord ſays nothing in vain. 
And, if the Galatians were in no danger of this Jea-,_ 
ven, Paul muſt be in great fear where no fear was. 


But Paul knew what this bondage is, and could ſee 


that the greateſt part of the Galatians were infected 


with it; he therefore tells them a litile leaven leaven- 


eth the whole lump. 

Others, who are wiſer in their own conceit than Je- 
ven men that can render a reaſon, tell us that theſe Ga- 
latians were never converted at all, and therefore 
they might be entangled again with this yoke. If | 
they had never been delivered from it previous to this: 
re-entanglement, Paul's ſpeech muſt be tinctured 


with either flattery or falſehood when he tells them 
that Chriſt had made them free, and cautions them 


to ſtand faſt in the liberty which they never had. 
But theſe children and old women, who are our 


teachers and rulers, tell us that © Paul ſtood in doubt 


of theſe Galatians,” And he had cauſe enough for 
| | it, 


/ 


1s i, ſeeing the whole Jump was fermented with this 
j | leaven. He might juſtly doubt whether they would 

| not ſubmit to circumciſion, efpecially as their minds 
| were ſo prejudiced againſt him as to count him their 
| enemy for telling them the truth. Paul knew that, 
FI if they went to the law, their eyes and their depend- 
| ance would foon be taken from the fulneſs of Chriſt ; 
that they would thereby fall from grace; and that 
| Chriſt would not leave mount Zion, and meet them 
8 at Sinai, to communicate his grace to them there; 
therefore tells them that Chriſt ſhall profit them no- 
thing. Moreover, Paul knew that, if the Saviout's 
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eafy yoke was ſlighted, God would ſoon handle the 
i fair neck of theſe Galatians, as he did the neck of 
1 Ephraim, and bring a heavier yoke upon them. ; 
il They that are not fatisfied with Chrift, in whom | 
if God is well pleaſed, ſhall feel his jore dipleaſure front 
1 another quarter; and they that turn from him that 
. ſpeaks from heaven ſhall hear another voice thut once 
i ſhock the earth. God will not have Chrift, the dar- 
ft ling of his foul, lighted; he has not only a purging 
It furnace for a fruitful branch in Chrift, but he keeps a 
it yoke for the heifer's neck, a rod for the fool's back, and 
i he has his ſtocks for the feet of thoſe that pervert 
their way, If his children abuſe, ſlight, or miſuſe 
their glorious liberty, he will bow their necks, | 
ſcourge their backs, and lay them by the heels, till Es 
they know the worth of their liberty, how to ule it, and 1 
how to prize it; as others have done, who with the | 


moſt 
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| moſt piteous moan have cried out, Bring my fox! a 1 
of priſon, that I may praiſe thy name; reſtore unto me 
the joys of "thy Jalvati on, and uphold me with thy rep 


ſpirit. 
That believers are often influenced with a ; faiele 


of legal bondage, is what I never yet heard any be- 
liever, of long ſtanding in the church, deny, till the 
devil ſet up a prating fool, called Mr. HzecTorR.— 
5 Though he himſelf once, if report be true, felt ſuch 
| an horrible ſenſation, for a few minutes, as quite ſur- 
| priſed him; and he may call it Gad, for Sebald a 
troop cometh ! 
Doctor WaTTs Gems to underſtand ſomething of 
this /p:rit of bondage again to fear, when he ys, 


« His name forbids my /laviſh fear, 
His grace remoyes my fins.” 


And Mr. HaxT was not ignorant of it. 


e If thou, celeſtial dove, thine influence withdraw, 
What eaſy victims ſoon we fall to conſcience, wrath, and law /" 


Mr. Bunyan's treatiſe upon the two covenants 
was chiefly intended to remove the ſpirit of legal 
bondage, though he himſelf was not a little influ-- 
enced by it when he wrote that book, nor is he clear 
in it. And I know that a ſpirit of antinomianiſm 
on the one hand, and legal bondage on the other, 
have been communicated to weak believers by read- 
jng that very book which is wrote againſt it. 


come naw to treat of this ſpirit of. bandage, and 
3 the 
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the workings of it; and, when I have ſo done, ſhall 


appeal to the experience of all real believers; and I 
verily think that, where the redoubtable Mr. HecTor 
has one behever's voice againſt lit, I ſhall have an 
hundred for it, becauſe I know that God's ſaints are 
in the path of tribulation, where Hzcror never 


was. In diſcourſing on the operations of this ſpirit 


of bondage, I ſhall 


1. Treat of the darkneſs that attends it. 
2. Of ſervile or ſlaviſh fear. 
. Of narrowneſs and contraction. 
Of wrath and ſenſible anger. 
Of ſuſpicion and cruel jealouſy, 
Of rebellion and diſcontent. 
Of deſpondency and deſperation. 
Of ſenſible dryneſs and barrenneſs. 
Of backwardneſs and reluctance to all good. 
Of legal ſtriving againſt ſin and corruption. And 
11. Of the miſcrable ſucceſs of ſuch labour. 


Firſt, of darkneſs. 
There 1s a darkneſs upon all mankind that may be 
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felt, which man by ſin has brought upon himſelf, — 


Darkneſs hath covered the earth, and groſs darkneſs the 


people. Under this diſmal gloom Satan carries on his 


curfed works, and fupports his infernal kingdom in 


the hearts of the children of men.—He rules in the 
hearts of the diſobedient. And mankind, being habi- 


tuated to this darkneſs, and loving the works of it, 
hate the light, and will not come to it, becauſe 1t 
| _ diſcovers 


C 2980 
diſcovers and brings to light their evil deeds; flaſhes 
convictions of ſin, and gives cutting reproofs and re- 
bukes for it.— A things that are retroved are made 
manifeſt by the light which doth appear, for whatſoever 
doth make manifeſt is tight, Hence it is that men love 
darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds are evil. 
And Satan, the enemy both of God and man, labours 
hard to #/ind the minds of them that believe not, leſt the 
light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image 
of God, ſhould ſhine unto them, and they ſhould be ſaved. 
Hence all mankind are blinded by fin, and utterly 
in the dark about the things that make for their 
peace. There is a covering ſpread over the heart, 
9 mind, and underſtanding, of all mankind, and a 
3 vail upon all nations; which vail is one of the 
1 dreadful effects of Adam's fall, and which he him- 
F ſelf ſoon felt after his dreadful apoſtaſy. It is plain 
that a glorious light of knowledge was upon him in 
his primeval innocence; which appears by his know- 
ledge of things, by the ſuitable names that he gave 
them, and by the knowledge he had of Eve, of her 
origin, and by the name that he gave her, and the 
reaſon he aſſigned for it. But this figure of him that 
was to come; this man thus made upright, ſought out 
many inventions; this man in honour abideth not ; he 
ſinned; and his light and knowledge of God, and 
of good, left him; and a ſad knowledge of evil 
found him. The vail of ignorance ſoon gathered 
upon him, inſomuch that he thought he could hide 
his {in in his bo/om (Job xxxi. 33), and his ſhame from 
God 
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God by a leaf, and himſelf from his approaching 
Judge by getting behind a tree. This vail hides the 
foul from God; and God's juſt diſpleaſure at fin has 
hid his bleſſed face from man. There is—and 
Adam felt it—a dreadful lour, a dark, an awful, a 
diſmal cloud of juſt diſpleaſure and holy indignation 
to be found and felt in the broken law; it worketh 
wrath ſtill. Juſt judgment, which came upon all men «,,, 
fo condemnation ; death, that reigned from Adam to 
Mefes ; Adam's expulſion from Eden; the flaming 
fword ; his labour and toil in the ſweat of his brow ; 
the curſe that fell upon the earth for man's ſin, and 
the diſmal effects of it; the ſufferings threatened to 
child-bearing women ; the ſad calamities that befel 
Adam's family by Cain; are all ſad proofs of the juſt 
diſpleaſure and wrath of God at ſin, who hides his face, 
and who can behold him. And this God let Iſrael know 
when he came to revive, to promulge, and to ſet be- 
fore them, this covenant or law that Adam, and all in 


him, had violated and broken. Ie made darkneſs his 


fecret pavilion, and not without a cauſe, nor yet without 
a meaning; and of this he informed Moſes, who was 2 
believer, who had found grace in his ſight, and ſtood 
high in his favour, and was faithful before him ; to 
whom he had appeared, and with whom he had uſed 
the moſt unparalleled familiarity ; and to whom he 
had never paid ſuch a viſit, in ſuch terrible majeſty, 
before. He therefore prepares him for it, by inform- 
ing him of it, that he might not be diſcouraged at it, 
nor fink under it. Aud the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Lo, 


1 come 
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Time unto thee in a thick cloud. Exod, xix. 9. Aud 

7 the people ſccod afar off, and Mojes drew wear the thick 

J darkneſs where God was. Exod. xx. 21. This dark 

a cloud was to repreſent God's dreadful wrath at fin, 

| and to let ſinners know that he had hid his face from 
| man on that account. The thunder, the /ightuing, the 
| ; found of the trumpet, the fire, the ſmore, the trembling 
4, e the mount, and the worſe ?rembling of the camp, 
| 3 the death and deſtruction that was threatened to man or 
Y beaſt that ſbould touch the mount, were all ſo many in- 
: dications of the wrath of God at the fins of men. 
Na way is open here to the bleſſed face of God, 
but by the glory of Moſes's face, and the hight of 

| God's countenance, promiſed at the merey ſeat; 
both which point out the better Mediator, and the 
better throne of grace, Chriſt Jeſus, Hence we 
need not wonder why the Saviour, wher his diſciples 
intreated him, faying, Shew ws the father, and it fuf- 
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1 ficeth us, gave them this anſwer, Have ] been jo long 
5 with you, and haſt thou not ſeen me, Philip? He that 
t bath ſeen me hath ſeen the Father, God, as a Father, 
1 can never be ſeen in this world out of Chriſt, In 
1 the law he is not a Father, but a Maſter ; a terrible 
> Lawgiver, a juſt Judge, a ſin-avenging God, a con- 
] Suming fire; and it is a fearful thing 19 fall into the 
* bands of the living God in a broken law. In Chriſt 
A be is ell pleaſed, in Chriſt he has reconciled the world 
5 unto himſelf; and in the face of Chriſt he will ever 
bs ſhine, who 7s the brighineſs of his glory, and the expreſs 
ö image of his perſon. 
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and know how to prize him; that we may know the 


— — — — 2 
« 


that has made us to differ - we are often exerciſed 
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Albrabam; and lo an horror of great darkneſs fell upon 
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But the law, when reflected on the mind of man, 
is blackneſs and darkneſs ; and the ſpirit of it is vin- 
dictive vengeance, and nothing elſe, which genders to 
bondage, and works wrath, fear, torment, jealouſy, 
death, and eternal damnation. And, that we may 
know the difference of the one covenant from the 
other, the preciouſneſs of the glorious goſpel, and the 
invaluable worth of that /ife and immortality brought to 
light by it; that we may ſee and feel the need of Chriſt, 


fad ſtate of them that are out of him, and the bleſſed 
ſtate of thoſe that are in him; and be grateful to God 
for that free, ſovereign, and diſcriminating, grace 


with the darkneſs of this mount, and it is a darkne/s 
that may be felt ; and thoſe profeſſors that deny this 
are in a worſe darkneſs—for Satan keeps them igno- 
rant of themſelves, of God, of Chriſt, and of the law; 
from which ignorance the light of the goſpel has de- 
lvered every real believer; and God is the everlaſting 
light of him, and his /un ſball no more go down. But 
it is not ſaid that his ſun ſhall never be ecligſed. | 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, muſt feel a 
little of this darkneſs, and of the horrors of 1t.— 
And when the ſun was going down a deep ſleep fell upon 


bim; and, when it was dark, a ſmoking furnace and a 
burning lamp paſſed between thoſe pieces. In that ſame 
day the Lord made a covenant with Abraham. Gen. 
xy, The beaſts, which were here ſlain and divided 
| by 
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* by Abraham, were to lead Abraham's faith to the 
i death of Chriſt, and to the covenant, which was to 
D 4 be a covenant by ſacrifice; as the offering up of Iſaac 
2 | did afterward; which ſhewed Abraham that the co- 
Y venant was not to be confirmed by a brutal ſacrifice, 
_—_— but by a ſacrifice of human nature. This great dark- 
IE, ; weſs, horror, and ſmoaking furnace, which went before 
10 : tbe burning lamp, repreſented not only the affſiction of 
t, the children of Abraham in Egypt, and their deli- 
* ; verance from that; but the wrath of God in a broken 
d : law, and falvation from it by Jeſus Chriſt, as. the 
d propghet Iſaiah applies it. Read Ifai. Iii. 1. - 
= The children of light have been often exerciſed 
ed 1 under this dark cloud, or horror of great darkneſs. 
5 4 Hence Job Le hath fenced up my way that T cannot 
1 9 paſs, and he ſet darkneſs in my paths. Job xix. 8. The 
2 Almighty troubleth me, becauſe I was not cut off before 
6 : the darkneſs, neither hath he covered the darkneſs from 
e 


1 my face. And Jeremiah am the man that hath ſeen 
> #2 affiftion by the rod of his wrath; he hath led me, and 


ut brought me into darkneſs, but not into light, Lord, 
why caſteſt thou off my foul ? why hideſt thou thy: face 
| a "from me? Plalm lxxxviii. 6, 14. Mie wait fer light, ; 
3 | but behold obſcurity; for brightneſs, but we walk in 
* darkneſs; we grope for the wall like the blind, we grope 
38 as if we had no eyes. Numerous are the complaints 
44 of good men under this dark cloud; and to a child 
828 of light it is indeed à darkneſs that may be felt; it be- 
_ clouds and bewilders the mind ; the brighteſt evi- 
by dences are in a great meaſure hid; the bible itſelf is 
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ſealed, and faſt cloſed ; we ſce not our figns, nor our 
tokens for good; every good thing is at a diſtance from 
us, behind the cloud, and we cannot get at it; there 
is a diſmal gloom upon our path; we know not 
where we are, where to ſtep, nor which way to ſteer; 
which way God is gone we know not, but he know- 
eth the way that we take; and ſuch a prayer as this 
ſuits us well — Seel thy ſervant, for we are loſt; Chriſt 
1s hid, and there is a frowning cloud upon the ſweet 
countenance of God, in which he hides his bleſſed 
face; or, as he did to the diſciples, holds our eyes, 
that we ſhould not ſee him. But, though this is 
often the caſe with believers, and they cannot ſee. 
their path ſtraight behind them, nor one beam of 
light before them; though all evidences are hid, and 
the light of the Lord's countenance is withdrawn; 
though no ſigns nor love-tokens appear; and though 
the life-giving commandment 1s hid from us, and he 
ſhews us no wonders out of his law; yet theſe Iſrael- 
ites have Iigbt in their divellings.— They have light to 
ſee the corruptions of their own hearts; to ſee the 
workings of unbelicf, legal pride, enmity, rebellion, 
the double diligence of Satan, and the wretched ad- 
vantages he takes of them in theſe dark ſeaſons. Job 
looked backward to paſt experience, but all was dark; 
and forward to future hope, but he could not ſee 
it. He looked on the right hand and on the left; 
but length of days, riches and honours, were all 
gone, He ſaw neither his advocate on the right 


hand, nor providence on the left. His corruptions, 
| his 


E 
his accuſer, his loſs, and his miſery, were the chief 
things that appeared in view. There is a remem- 
brance of what he has done, and but little more; and 
there is a hope in him, and an expectation of the ful- 
filment of what he has promiſed to do: but Job 
complained that his hope was removed like a tree; 
and Jeremiah ſaid that his hope was periſhed from 
the Lord. To be favoured, in this cloudy and dark 
day, but for one minute with faith in exerciſe, juſt 
enough to banter the enemy, and predict a future ſun- 
riſing, is a bleſſing indeed. Rejoice not againſt me, O 
my enemy. If I fall, I ſhall ariſe: if Lſit in darkneſs, the 
Lord ſball be a light unto me, and be ſhall bring me forth 
to the light, and I ſhall behold his righteouſneſs. Hence 
it appears plain that this cloud of darkneſs on the 
face of the Almighty, by which he hides himſelf 


1 from us, is his diſpleaſure at ſin. A wrath is xindled 


againſt thee, and againſt thy two friends. Job xlii. 7. 
Which diſpleaſure, or wrath, is not revealed to us in 
Chriſt (for there it is done away) but in the law. Fur 
the iniquity of his covetoufneſs was I wrath, and ſmote 
bim; I hid me, and was wroth; I have ſeen his ways, 
and will heal him, and will reſtore comforts unto him. 
Iſai. Ilvii. 17, 18. This healing and reſtoration of 
comfort is promiſed to them that fear God, and is 
effected by a freſh bclieving view of Chriſt. Uto 
you that fear my name ſhall the ſun of righteouſneſs arije 
with healing in his beams. Mal. iv. 2. This ſua is 
Chriſt, and God the Father ſhining in his face re- 
ſtores comfort. The light diſpels the cloud of dif. 
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pleaſure, in which God ſays, I hid me, and the com- 


fortable healing of theſe beams heals tlie ſtroke that 
a ſenſe of wrath has given to the ſoul. —/ /note him, 
and was wroth; I have ſeen his ways, and will heal 


him. Therefore, while this cloud remains, let him 


that is under it turn his thoughts to the name of Teſits 
if he has nothing elſe left. — He that walketh in dark- 


neſs, and bath no light, let him truſt in the name of the 


Lord, and ſtay himſelf upon his God, I come now to 
treat | 

2. Of the fear that attends this fpirit of bondage. 
By which I do not mean dial fear ; for that is a grace 
of the Holy Spirit, planted in the heart by him, and 
has the goodneſs of God in Chriſt for its object. 
This fear is a reverential awe of a good and gracious 
God, that preſents us under his watchful eye, and him 
always before our eyes. This fear is a little ſentinel, 
one of the poſt army of grace. Song vi. 13. For the 
church is a company of two armies, grace and corruption, 
which war againſt each other. This fear is to keep 
us from departing from God, in which we are coun- 


ſelled to walk ) ſon, be thou in the _ of the 


Lord all the day long. : 
When any danger appears ; when any error is ad- 
vanced and preſented to us by Satan or his hawkers ; 


or when any trap 1s ſet by enemies, intended to be a 


future handle of reproach ; or any temptations to ſin; 
this little watchman, called fear, is upon his tower. 
He ſounds the alarm, awakens the little camp, and 
will not let us proceed without well weighing mat- 

ters. 


1 


ters. The underſtanding muſt be conſulted, a proper 
judgment muſt be made of the caſe, a divine warrant 
muſt be obtained, the ſentence of our judgment muſt 
be known, and the approbation of God and conſci- 
ence muſt be had, or this little /o/dzer will withſtand 
us; ſo that we cannot proceed, unleſs violence be 
offered to this diligent locker out, which attends us in 
all company, and keeps us upon our guard, ſo as to 
cut off the future occaſion of enemies, and to foreſtall 
the devil'smarket. But, if this grace be oppoſed by any 
violent meaſures, hardneſs of heart is ſure to follow, 
and then we may pray as others have done, My haſt 
tbou hardened our heerts from thy fear ? Iſai. Ixiii. 17. 
But this is not the fear that I am to treat of, nor 
yet the carnal fear of man, which is a fin of the human 
heart, and has the power and wrath of man for 
its object; which, when it awes a believer in his pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt, is evil, and bringeth a ſnare, —Fear 
wot them which can kill the body. Slaviſh fear is a prin- 
cipal ingredient in the ſpirit of bondage; which ſpirit 
of bondage is the wrath of God, and nothing elſe; 
and has the terrors of God, and his terrible majeſty, 
for its object. And this fear works in the conſciences 
of guilty finners; in the freſh contracted guilt of real 
believers; and at times, witkout guilt, through the old 
man of fin, whichworksin all our members. This ſpirit 
of the law ſtirs up fin, and theatens us for it; and 
fin takes occaſion by the law and fights againſt that. 
The one 1s God's anger againſt man's fin, (Zeph. ii. 3) 


and the other is an' enmity againſt God, Rom. vill. 7. 


C3 This 
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This laviſh fear, whenever it falls upon a belieyer, 


awakens all his intellectual powers with an alarm of 


fright, as if ſomething dreadful was coming on, ſome 
ſtrange thing happening unto him, or ſome awful 
judgment or calamity going to befall him.—The thing 


. which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which 
I was afraid of is come unto me. Job wi. 25. My heart 


is pained within me, and lh terrors of death are fallen 
upon me; fearfulne/s and trembling are come upon me, aud 
horror hath cverwheimed me; and T ſaid, O that I had 


dings like a dove! Plalm Iv. 4, 5. My heart panted, 


ſaith the prophet ; fearfulne/s ajjrighted me ; the night 
of my pleaſure hath be turned into fear unto me. Lai. 


xxi. 4. Fear came upen me, aiid tremôling, which mad? 
all my bones to ſhake. Job iv. 14. Let us make three 
© tabternacles; one for thee, one for Moſes, and one fer 


Elias; for he wiſ; not what to ſay, for they were ſore 


afraid. Mark ix. 6, But there came a voice to them, 
ſaying, This is my beloved Son, hear him. By which 
voice the diſciples were ſhewn which was the only 
way to get from this dreadful fear of the law. 


Under the operations of this ſpirit of bondage to 


fear, God is not viewed as ſhining n the face of Feſus 


Chriſt. The new covenant characters of God —ſuch 


as our God in covenant love, our Father in Chriſt, the 


fortion of cur ſouls, à preſent help, and a reconciled 
friend; which make him ſweet and lovely to us— 
are quite out of ſight, and nothing but terrible ma- 
jeſty is ſeen or felt. Moſes, though he was a choice 

believer 


hoice 


lever | 


+ 39 : 
believer in Chriſt before he left Egypt, (Heb. xi. 24) 
was ſeized with this panic at the bulh— 41d Moſes hid 
his face, for he was afraid to loox upon God. Exod. lite 6. 
And David could not go to inquire of God, for he was 
afraid, 1 Chron. xxi. 30. 

While this laviſh fear works, the believer is con- 
fuſed, terrified, and always in a hurry. He can fix upon 
nothing; he can reſt no where, thinking that every 
thing is wrong with him; that his faith is only feigned, 
and his love diſſembled; his former claim upon God, 


as his God, preſumption; his confeſſion of him as 


ſuch nothing but a lie; the goodneſs of his ſtate, as he 
once thought nothing but deception; all that viewed 


him as a believer were deceived by him; and he in 


the houſehold of faith nothing but a hypocrite, de- 
ceived by Satan, and a deceiver of others. 

Next comes a dreadful expectation of ſome evident 
token of perdition; and there is a looking for it, and 
a looking out after it.— ) fleſh trembleth for fear of 
thee, and I am afraid of thy judgment. Pſalm cxix. 120. 
He will cut me off with pining ſickneſs. I reckoned till 
the morning ; that, as a lion, ſo will he break all my bones; 

from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. I 
ſhall go ſoftly all my years in the bitterneſs of my ſoul. 
I jaid, IT ſhall not fee the Lord, even tbe Lord in the land 
of the living; I ſhall behold man no more with the inha- 
bitants of the world, 1fai. xxxvii. Theſe were his laſt 
gaſps and dying groans. Enter not into judgment with 
thy ſervant, O Lord, &c. ſaith the Pſalmiſt. He hath 


ſealed up mine iniquity in a bag ; 1 know that thou wilt 
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not hold me innocent, ſays Job. This is the workings 


of ſlaviſh fear, and is a principal ingredient in the 


ſpirit of bondage, which Paul calls She ſpirit of bon- 


dage to fear; which fear preſents the wrath of God in 


view, and always has the diſpleaſure of God for its 
object; which wrath is peculiar to mount Sinai, and 
under which all the bond-ſervants are, and which 
often influences even the child of God, and is no leſs 
than the reflections of divine anger, refſected from 
Ibis glorious and fearful name, the Lord thy God, Deut, 
xxviii. 58. 

Real believers are always conſcious of their baſe 
original, both by birth and practice; of the inward 
corruptions of their nature ; the deceitfulneſs of their 
own hearts; their eaſily. beſetting ſins; and their ma- 
nifold weakneſſes, infirmities, flips of the feet, ſlips 


of the tongue, and daily imperfections; all which 
have a tendency to betray them into this /prrit of bon- 


dage to fear ; which fear ſometimes comes upon them 


where uo fear is; as when good tidings are coming to 


us inſtead of evil. Hence the many checks and re- 
proofs that are often given unto it in ſcripture. Car- 


nal fear is rebuked by God himſelf, —Pear not, Abra- 


ban, I am thy ſhield; fear not, Jacob, to go down into 


Egypt, for I will be with thee there. Slaviſb fear is 


rebuked by almoſt every angelic meſſenger of good 


news; which good news is to deliver us from legal 


fear, and to bring goſpel love and joy to us. Fear 
not, ye ſhepheide, for / bring you good tidings of great 


Joy. Fear not, Zerburial for thy prayers are heard. 


Fear 


3 

Fear not Daniel, for thou art greatly beloved, Fear 
ot, Mary, for thou haſt found favour with God ; which 
favour in Chriſt is to remove God's anger in the law. 
Fear not, ye women, for 1 know that ye ſect Tejus which 
was crucified, Tt is J, (faith the Saviour) be not 
afraid. 

This yoke often falls heavy upon the necks of be- 
lievers when God ſmites a hypocrite who has for- 
merly ſtood high in the poor believer's favour, and in 
outward ſhew appeared eminent for piety. God 
ſmote Uzza for his error in ſtaying the ark, and 
David was afraid of God on that day. This act of 
ſtriking Uzza with immediate death was to ſhew 
David that the mercy-ſeat needs no aſſiſtance from 
an arm of fleſh; for God is not ſeated on a throne of 


grace to receive help and ſtrength from man, for he 


needs none; but to give help and ſtrength to man in 
every time of his need, David himſelf erred in this mat- 
ter as well as Uzza; for the ark was drawn by beaſts 


upon a cart, inſtead of being carried by conſecrated 


prieſts upon their ſhoulders, This copy David took 
from the Philiſtines, not from Moſes, And ſo the 
yoke of ſlaviſh fear brought David to uſe his filial 
fear, and the object of it, with a little more caution, 
reſpect, and reverence, This error David confeſſes. 
And David ſaid unto them, Ye are the chief of the 


fathers of the Levites ; ſauctiſy yourſelves, both ye and 
your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the Lord 
God of Iſrael unto the place that ] have prepared for it. 


Lor becauſe we did it not at the firſt the Lord God mad: 
a breach 


( 42 ) 
a breach upon us, for that we ſcught him not after the 
due order. 1 Chron. xv. 12, 13. 

Thus, when Chriſt informed the apoſtles of the 
treachery of Judas, every one, in fearful ſurpriſe, 
ſuſpecting the deceit of his own heart, cried out, 
Lord, is it I? And, when Ananias and Sapphira 
were ſtruck dead, great fear came upon all the churches. 


And ſo now, when a hypocrite is diſcovered, and 


ſmitten with madneſs, given up to & fearful looking-for 
of judgment, or left to himſelf to commit ſuicide ; 
this yoke of laviſh fear often falls upon them that fear 


God; which ſometimes moves them to ſelf-examina- 


tion, to humble confeſſion, to private prayer, to 
greater diligence, and to learn a little hov- to read and 


judge of profeſſors; and ſo is among the all things 
that work for good to them that love God, and are the 


called according to his purpoſe. Once more, the laws 
and rules, which a weak believer preſcribes to him- 
ſelf to walk by, and the vows, promiſes, and refo- 
Jutions which he is too apt to make, and more apt 


to break, theſe often betray him into this ſpecies of 


bondage. I come now 


3diy, To treat of the narrowneſs and contraction of 
foul that attends a believer under the influence of this 


ſpirit of bondage. This legal ſpirit cloſes the heart, 
and bars it up againſt every warm, cheerful, ſavoury, 

and unctuous Chriſtian; yea, ſuch an one will even 

ſhun their company and their ſight ; finding a heart 

to embrace none, to receive none, to commune with 

none, no nor even to ſeek fellowſhip with any, but 
46 thoſe 
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thoſe that are in ſhackles, bondage, and ſlavery, as 
well as himſelf, © Like loves its like.” Hence the 
Galatians received the judaizing teachers and their 
companions, who crept into houſes, cordially ; they 
were zealouſly affected by them, and zealouſly at- 
tached to them; even to the danger of excluding 
Chriſt himſelf, But, as for Paul, he had no place 
in their hearts; no, not as a friend, nor as an apoſtle, 
nor even as a true witneſs for Chriſt ; for they count- 

ed him their enemy, and a falſe apoſtle. Hence he 
labours, in his epiſtle to them, to prove his apoſto- 
lic office to be by the will of God; that his miſſion 
and commiſſion was from Chriſt alone; his doctrine 
by immediate revelation, without learning it from 
man, or ſo much as ſeeing them that were apoſtles 
before him; and that when he did ſee them, they 
gave him the right hand of fellowſhip, as approving 
both of him and his doctrine. And he expreſſes his 


warmeſt love to them, calling them his Jie childrem, 


telling them that he travailed in birth again for then 
till Chriſt was formed in them; that is, he laboured 
in ſoul, in writing, and with God in prayer, to get 
them again out of that legal bondage into liberty; 
out of that legal fear into goſpel love; that Chriſt 
might be formed in them; that is, dwell in their 
hearts by faith, and in their affections as the only 
hope of future glory. But they called him their ene- 
my for telling them the truth. 

The Corinthians' hearts were ſtraitened, bound, 


and ſhut up, by theſe diſciples of Moſes, in the 


ſame 


( 44 ) 
ſame manner. They could ſuffer theſe fools gladly 
to miſlead them, being themſelves ſo wife; but 
2s for Paul, they wanted a proof of Chriſt ſpeaking 
in him; though his voice, by Paul, was not weak 
in them, but mighty, even at the ſame time. Let 
their inſtructors be who, and as many as they 
might, it was Paul that had begotten them, yet 
this would not do. They caſt the father, and the 
faithful ambaſſador, out of their affections; and em- 
braced the miniſters of Satan, who were nothing but 
deceitful workers, enemies of the crofs of Chriſt, and 
' who had no god but the god of this world and their 
own bellies, Paul ſends letters to them His letters 
are weighty and powerful; this even his enemies al- 
lowed ; but his ſpeech, they ſaid, was weak, and his bo- 
dily preſence contemptible; and they charge him with 
breaking his promiſe of coming to them, being 


puffed up with a vain conceit of themſelves; while 


the believers, which were the ſeals of Paul's own 
miniſtry, ſuffered theſe fools thus to ridicule their 
father in Chriſt; yea, they ſuffered theſe fools gladly. 
Thus were theſe Corinthians legalized, prejudiced, 


ſtraitened, and as it were ſhut up under the ſpirit of | 


bondage. But this was not the caſe with Paul toward 
them.—O, ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, 
our heart is enlarged; ye are not ftraitened in us, but ye 
are ſtraitened in your own bowels. Now for a recom- 
penſe in the ſame (L ſpeak as unto my children) be ye alſo 

enlarged. i. t, 12, 14 
Furthermore, As the heart, ſtraitened by a ſpirit of 
bondage, 
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bondage, is barred up againſt the ſaints, and the miniſ- 
ters of the Spirit, and againſt the evangelical doctrines 
of the goſpel; ſo it is cloſed, ſtraitened, and ſhut up 
againſt Chriſt himſelf ; no extended thoughts are ho- 
vering about him, nor meditating on him ; no ex- 
tended views and freſh diſcoveries of his glorious per - 
ſon, offices, and wondrous undertakings ; no faith in 
exerciſe, dealing with his blood for peace; with his 
obedience for righteouſneſs, with his arm for ſtrength, 
and with his fulneſs of grace for help in time of need; 

no affections running out after him, nor placed at the 
right hand of God, where he ſitteth. Hence the 
kind and endearing entreaties Open to me, my ſiſter; 
my love, my dove, my undefiled. Song, v. 2.4 | 
A ſoul that has lain long in this bondage does not 
care to move or ſtir itſelf in wifdom's ways. It gets 
cloyed with reading, hearing the word, and with pri- 
vate and family prayer. It is like a rickety child, 
ruined for the want of nurſing; it is death to move it,/ 
much more to ſhake it; it had rather fit ſtill all its 
days than move its limbs. A ſoul thus influenced 
walks not in the Spirit, but in the wrath of the law. 
—O, thou that art named the honſe of Jacob, is the 
Spirit of the Lord firaitened? Are theſe his doings ? 
_ Micah 11. 7. Job reaſoned with wnprofitable talk, 
and reſtrained prayer before God, inſtead of looking 
conſtantly to Jeſus, confeſſing, and praving ; which, 
in order to obtain enlargement, ought to have h 


done. Even fo would he have removed tee af 
_—O | 
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trait into à broad place, where there is no ſiraitneſs, 
Job xxxvi. 16. 

A ſoul thus legalized is ſtraitened at the throne of 
grace; he has not the whole church of God in his 
heart, nor yet in his mouth; he prays only for him- 
ſelf, and that in a very cold, lifeleſs, ſparing manner, 
as if God was as poor, and his heart as narrow, as his 
own. Jehoſhaphat ſeeks the Lord by Eliſha only for 
water for his army. The prophet tells him to dig the 


valley full of ditches, and there ſhall be neither dew nor 


rain, yet that valley ſhall be full of water : and this is but 
a light thing in the eyes of the Lord; hinting thereby 
that the Lord had more weighty bleſſings to beſtow 


than theſe. But this was all that was wanted. Al a ſign 
of the Lord thy God, ſaith the prophet Iſaiah to Ahaz, 


aſk it either in the height, or in the depth. I will not 
aſk, ſaith he, neither will I tempt the Lord. Ye have wea- 


. ried men, ſaith the prophet, and will ye weary my God 


alſo? Alſo, the Lord himſelf ſhall give you a ſign, with- 
out aſking, hold, a virgin ſhall conceive and bear a ſon. 


Hence the kind exhortation to ſuch a poor ſtrait- 


ened, narrow ſoul, I am the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt; open thy mouth 


dude, and ] will fill it, Pfalm lxxxi. 10. 


A ſoul thus ſtraitened is barred againſt all good 
counſel, advice, and comfort. He thinks that every 


Z perſon who labours to enlarge him only wants 20 heal 


bis wounds ſlightly, and to cry, Peace, peace, where 


there is no peace; and fo to ſet him down ſhort of the 


promiſed 
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promiſed reſt. They are even afraid of light, love, 
and liberty. My /oul refuſes to be comforted, lays one, 
Pſalm Ixxvii. 2. Look away from me, labour not to 
comfort me, ſaith another. Iſa. xx11. 4. I come now, 


Fourthly, To treat of the wrath that works in us, 


which is this—ſpirit of bondage.—The law worketh 


wrath, Rom. iv. 15. All that the broken law mi- 
niſters, reveals, or works, in a man, is the anger, diſ- 


pleaſure, indignation, and wrath, of God at the ſins of 
men; which wrath is revealed in the law againſt all 
ungodlineſs, and is treaſured up there. Fury is not in 
me, ſaith the Lord. It is not in him as conſidered 


and viewed by the eye of faith in Chriſt. Here God 
cannot, God vill not, be wroth with us; but get back 


to the law, and there we are ſure to feel it, as nothing 
but wrath and death can be found in that broken co- 


venant, which is a Killing letter, for God miniſters not 


the Spirit by it. Furthermore, God's wrath can never 
work where there is no ſin; but where ſin is there it 
will work, if we go to it. It got a ſad hold of Chriſt; 
it melted his heart in the midſt of his body, while he bore 
our fins upon the tree. When he got rid of our ſin he 


got rid of his Father's wrath. And it works ſadly 


in the conſcience of a believer, and ſtirs up his old 
man, when he loſes ſight of Chriſt, and gets back to 
that old yoke; for the burden of that precept was 
never eaſy, nor the yoke of bondage ever light. 
Hence the ſad complaints of many gracious ſouls 
when influenced by it. I am the man that hath ſeen af 


Hiiftion by the red of his wrath. Surely againſt me is he 


turned ; 


41 90 

turned; he turneth his hand againſt me all the day. My 
Aeſb and my ſkin hath be made old; he hath broken my 

bones. He hath made my chain heavy ; when I cry and 1 
ſhout he ſbutteth out my prayer. He was unto me as a 8 
bear lying in wait, and as à lion in ſecret places. He 

hath filled me with bitterneſs; he hath made me drunk E | 
with wormwood ; he hath broken my teeth with gravel 7 £ 
ii tones, and covered me with aſhes ; he hath moved my ſoul 
far from peace, and I forget proſperity, Lam. iii. Be- 
| caufe there is wrath, beware leſt he take thee away with 
| bis ſtroke, then a great ranſom cannot deliver thee, Job 
xxxvi. 18. For in my wrath I ſmote thee, but in my 


if 
i favour have ] had mercy on thee. Iſaiah tx. 10. For ö 
0 the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was 1 wroth, and ſinote p 
l him ; I hid me, and was wroth. I have ſeen his ways, / 
. and will heal him, and reſtore comforts unto him. Iſaiah P 
| f li. 17. Ia little wrath I hid my face from thee for a ] 
| moment; but with great mercies will I gather thee, &c. 

#* &c. Thou waſt angry with me; but thine anger is 8 
| turned away, and thou comforteſt me. Hence it appears J; 
il plain that the law ſtirreth up the corruptiors of the ; u 
| human heart, the enmity of the carnal mind, the old 1 a 
i man of fin; and works the wrath and anger of God | ti 
ij in the conſcience ; ſo that there is wrath, fear, and | ti 
Fl torment. - And the workings of this anger and tl 
| wrath of the law ſtir up the anger and wrath of man. T ar 
| againſt both God and man. | ® 4. 
i Sarah, under this bondage, deals hardly with hey it 
i | maid, drives her from the tent, and makes her fly i be 


from her preſence ; quarrels with Abraham. A 
8 dorong 
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wrong be upen thee, and the Lord judge between me and 
thee. No peace can be had while this Hagar, this 


mount Sinai in the figure, is working in the heart. 


Job finds fault with all his friends; calling them 


zuiſerable comforters, for gers of lies, and phyſicians of no 


value; and there was not a wiſe man among them. 

Aſaph, while this chaſtening rod was upon him, 
was envious at the proſperity of the wicked, becauſe they 
are no! in treuble as other men, and becauſe they had no 
bands in their death. Jeremiah finds fault with the 
man who brought tidings to his father, ſaying, a man 
child is born unto thee, making him very glad. And let 
that man be as the cities which the Lord overthrew, and 
repented not; and let him hear the cry in the morning, 
and the ſhouting at neontide; becauſe he flew me not 
from the womb; or that my mother might have been 
my grave, and ber womb to be always big with me. 
Jer. xx. 15—17. 


The beft and moſt even tempered perſon upon Y 


earth, under the workings of this bondage, will hiſs 
like a viper. It is a leaven that will ferment, and ſtir 
up every corruption of the heart, ſet all in confuſion, 
and ſill the ſoul with nothing but wrath and indigna- 
tion. And, it ſuch an one has got nobody preſent to 
find fault and quarrel with, he will quarrel at any thing 
that comes in his head. Job ſpends a whole chapter 
againſt his irtb-day. And cb curſed his day. Tet the 
day periſh wherein 1 was born, and the night in which 
it was ſaid, Þ here is a man child conceived, Let that day 
be darkneſs; let not God regard it from above; neither 

LY {ef 


* 


(© ) 
tet the light ſhine apon it; let darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
death ſtain it; let a cloud dwell upon it; let the Bach- 
eſs of the day terrify it; let it not be joined io the days of 
the year; let it not come into the number of the months; 
tet them curſe it that curſe the day. Job iii. 

Nor does the enmity of the heart, when ftirred up 
by a ſpirit of bondage, ſtay itſelf upon men and things 
only; but even God himſelf comes in for a ſhare.— 
The carnal mind is enmity againſ} God, And this en- 


mity 15 a member of the old man, which he will hold: - 


faſt as long as he lives. Job multiplied words againſt 
God, and lied again his right. I /af alone, ſaith Je- 
remiah, becauſe of thy hand, for thou haſt filled me with 
indignation. Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound 
mcurable, which refuſeth to be healed s Wilt thou be 
altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail? 
Jer. xv. 17, 18. Thou haſt caſt of, and abhorred; 
thou haſt been wroth with thine anointed; thou haſt 
made void the covenant of thy ſervant ; thou haſt profaned 
bis crown; thou haſt broken down. his hedges, and brought 
his ftrong holds to ruin; thou hajt ſet up the right hand 
of his adverſaries, and haſt made all his enemies to re- 


joice, Pfalm viii. 9. Thus the fooliſhneſs of a man 
perverteth his way, and his heart freiteth againſt the 


Lord. Theſe are ſome of the heavy charges that 
are brought againſt the Father of alb mercies; and 
confirms, with a witneſs, the truth of his own pro- 
clamation, when he proclaimed his own:name—Thbhe- 
Lord, the Lord God, gracious and merciful, flow to- 
anger, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, And if 
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he were not ſo I know not what would become 


of us. 
'Thus the law worketh wrath. It communicates 


the wrath that is revealed in it to us; it worketh the 


wrath of God in the foul, ſtirs up the wretched en- 
mity of the heart, and fills it with anger againſt every 
thing. Such a ſoul fretteth againſt God. It envies 


the happineſs of the righteous, and the proſperity of 


the wicked. This bondage fills the ſoul with hatred, 


and makes men hateful, and hating one another, The 


heart is filled with madneſs, and full of curſing and 
bitterneſs at every croſs, and every thing that lies in 


the way, though he doth not ſpit it out. Such an 


one views God as an enemy, and one that mars his 


counſels, breaks his purpoſes, thwarts his deſigns, and 


fights againſt him, when (as he thinks) he aims well 
and means well. It fills the ſoul with ſelf-pity; and 
ſuch an one ſits down, and conſiders himſelf as an in- 


jured man. He will cavil at the maſter of the houſe- 
hold about every penny that is given to another; 


and is not fatisfied with the penny given to him, 
thinking that himſelf deſerved more. He will limic 


the Holy One of Iſcael, and cannot allow the Lord to 


do as he will with his own. He will envy the hap- 
pineſs and ſtate of every body; think his own lot to 
be the worſt that ever fell to the ſhare of man; and 
therefore be diſcontented with every thing and grate- 
ful for nothing. 

And, for my part, I know of no trial ſo ſharp, no 
croſs ſo heavy, no ſenſations ſo dreadful, no exerciſe 
| D494 ſo 
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ſo ſevere, no diſpenſation ſo terrible, no rod that en- 


ters ſo deep, as to be left to ſtruggle with legal bon- 
dage. The ſmiles of a gracious Father are changed 
into the frowns of an angry Judge; liberty, with re- 


ſpect to the enjoyment of it, is exchanged for bon- 
dage ; happineſs for miſery ; peace for war; familia- 
rity for ſhyneſs; indulgence for cold indifference; ten- 
derneſs for ſenſible neglect ; attracting love into for- 
bidding terror; a mercy-ſeat for a throne of judg- 
ment; and the belt of friends into the appearance of 
an enemy.,—T errors are turned upon me (ſays Job); 
they purſue my ſoul as the wind, and my welfare paſſeth 
away as a cloud, My bones are pierced in me in the 
night ſeaſon, and my ſinews take no reſt. He hath caſt 
me into the mire, and I am become like duſt and aſhes.” 


T cry unto thee, aud thou dof? not hear me; I ſtand up, 


and thou regardeſt me not. Thou art become crucl to 
me. With thy ſirong hand thou oppoſeſt thyſelf againſt 
me; my harp alſo is turned into inourning, and my organ 
into the voice of them that weep. I come now 

5thly, To the /u/picioi and jcalouſy that attends this 
ſpirit of bondage. The Lord our God, wwho/e name 
is jealois, is a jealous God, Exod. xxiv. 14. How long, 
Lord; wilt thou be angry for ever; jhall thy jealouſy 
burn like fire ? Pſalm lxxix. 5, The ſpirit of bon- 
dage brings a little of this ingredient with it, The 


ſpouſe in the Song felt this pretty ſharply ; ſhe refuſed 


to open to her beloved, and fo he withdrew; ſhe 
ſought him, but found him not; ſhe called him, but 
he gave her no anſwer. Le then went down into the 


: garden; 


N 


„ 


garden; that is, down among the more meek, hum- 


4 ble, and lowly fouls. This ſhe knew, and begged theſe 
q young daughters to ſtay her with flagons, and to 
; comfort her with apples, for ſhe was ſick of love; 
8 and deſired them to tell her beloved ſo when they 


ſaw him. Hence her own deſcription of her feelings 
| at this time—Set ine as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal 
= pon thine arm: for love is ſtrong as death, jealouſy is 


3 cruel as the grave: the coals theresf are coals of fire, 
XZ which hath a moſt vebement flame. Song vill. 6. 

"= . 

1 It is eaſy to ſee where the penman of the Song 
bh 


XZ learnt this leſſon. — Ind the Lord was angry with So- 
Iumon, becauſe his heart was turned from the Lord God of 
Iirael which had appeared to him twice, and had com- 
# manded him concerning this thing, that he ſhould not go 
4 after other gods, Iherefere the Lord ſaid unto Solo- 
$ mon, Foraſmuch as this thing is done of thee, I will 

= /urely rend the kingdom from thee, and give it to thy ſer- 
| vant, (1 Kings xi. 9— 11), who was Jeroboam. 
1 The prophet Abijab meets Jeroboam, and tells him 
FP that he ſhould reign over ten tribes, becauſe Solo- 
mon had ſerved other gods. Moreover, God pro- 
miſed by him that, if Jeroboam would walk in God's 
ſtatutes, as David did, God would be with him, and 
build him a ſure houſe. Solomon hears of all this, 
and in his deſperate madneſs fights againſt the very 
decree of God; determined to make his promiſe void, 
and his prophet a liar; for Solomon ſought to kill Jero- 
boam, but Jeroboam fled into Egypt. 1 Kings xi. 40. 
Solomon, in this rage of jcalouſy, had quite forgot- 
953 ten 
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ten his own proverb — He that doth violence to the 


blood of any perſon, let him flee to the pit, let no man ſtay d. 
bim. However, God kept him from his purpoſe; for 0 
Solomon was not to fly to the pit of hell as a mur- h 
derer, nor to be beaten with eternal ſtripes.— I wilt Ce 
or this afflict the ſeed of David, but not for ever. 1 Kings Al 
xi. 39. And the Lord flirred up an adverſary unto Ho- Ol 
lomon, Hadad the Edomite ; and God ſtirred up another al 
adverſary, Rezin, the ſon of Eliadah ; and Jeroboam he el 
lift up his hand againſt the king. ſt 
Such idolatry, and alienation of affections from O 
God, God calls the provoking of his ſons and of his 7 
daughters; and, as Solomon had provoked the Al- al 
mighty to jealouſy with them that were no gods, ſo God 1 
provokes him to jealouſy by them which were no ; 
ſaints. | 1 
Sarab was afflicted with a little of this fire when, h 

in her wiſdom, ſhe would further the coming of the ky 
. Promiſed ſeed, by giving up her bed to Hagar; at ic 
whoſe conception the ſterility of the family was fairly ” 
proved to lie at the door of Sarah, and not at the 8 
door of Abraham. She drives Hagar out of the it 
tent, to get rid of the croſs that ſhe had brought d 
upon herſelf. The angel of God ſends Hagar back KF *) 
again, that Sarah might be filled with her own ways. | ; 6 
How ſhe felt this I muſt leave thoſe to gueſs who | T 


are in the ſecret. I believe ſhe was never perfetly MF 
healed of this diſeaſe till ſhe had got the promiſed a 
feed upon her knees, and the bond woman and her 

ſon out of the tent. 


8 2. When 


C 55 ) 

| When the ſpirit of jealouſy comes upon a man, it 
doch not ſtay here. Such an one is not only jealous 
of the love and favour of God, ſo as to envy the 
happineſs of all that enjoy the light of his bleſſed . 
countcnance ; but he is jealous of his own honour, 
and jealous of the affections, good Will, and applauſe, 
of every body. Such an one cannot bear to hear 
another ſpoken well of; he views every one in any 
e ſteem a rival to him. The apoſtles diſputed which 
ſhould be the greateſt, though they were aſhamed to 
own it; end the ten were filled with indignation at 
James and John, for wanting to ſit at the right hand 
and at the left of Chriſt in his kingdom, which they 
ſuppoſed was to be a temporal one. 

This jealouſy often terminates in carnal jealouſy, 
The man is jealous of his wife, or ſhe is jealous of 
her huſband ; and ſuch ſouls are preparing their bit- 
ter waters, aſhes, and jealouſy-offerings, all the day 
long; for jealouſy is the rage of man, and ſo it is of wo- 
man; and ſuch will not reſt contented though thou 
giveſt many gifts; nothing can remove it, but him 
that ſent it; for it is the workings of the ſpirit of bon- 
dage, and a terrible ingredient in it; and let thoſe, 
who have felt the bitterneſs of it, take heed that they 
do not procure theſe things to themſelves by provok- 
ing God, or others, to jealouſy; for, if they do not pro- 
cure them by theſe, they are not like to have them 
themſelves. | 

The reaſons of God's ſending theſe things upon his 
people are theſe ; God is good, great, andglorious; and 

D 4 -W- 


4 | 

is jealous of his own praiſe, glory, and honour, which 
he will never give to another. God is a huſband; 

and 1s jealous of the love, obedience, and affections, 
of his own church, and will not be provoked with a ; 
whoriſh heart. Now, if his people bow their knees 5 
and give his praiſe to idols, as Solomon did; or if any "Y 
rival to God be ſet vp, called the image of jealouſy, which 'F 


its ' provekethtojealouſy; or if the affections be alienated from 1 | 
4 God, and gone after covetouſneſs and the love of mo- Mt 

1 ney, as Iſrael's heart was, which provoked God to 4 

00 wrath ; or if inordinate affections, which are a member A 

. of che old man, be indulged to the creature, as David's E 

| 4 was to Abſalom, and Jacob's to Rachel, Jephthah's to 68 

1 his daughter, Jacob's to Joſeph, or Eli's to Hophni Y 

4 and Phineas theſe rivals to God are ſure to be re- ky | 

Is moved out of the way, or left te be a ſnare to the in- * 

1 dulger. For, when God is moved to anger, wrath, b 

Wh and jealouſy, by the provocations of his people, he 'F 

. will then ſend the ſpirit of bondage upon them, ant 

0 influence them with the ſame anger, wrath, and jea- +. 

4 louſy, which his people provoke him to. 1 

hal This may be ſeen in the matter of Eli I/herefore | 
1 ſaith God, Lick ye my ſacrifice, and at mine offer ing ö | 


un  evbich ] have commanded in mine habitation, and ho- | 
noureſt thy fons above me ? 1 Sam. ii. 29. They kick- BF | 


116k ed at God's ſacrifice, which provoked the Lord; A | 
11 3 . 
i they abuſed the women that came to the houſe of AK | 
WP * 5 | : | Ay 

| | God, till people abborred the offerings of the Lord; 


which is called grieving the Lord. Eli honoured his 
ſons before God, by continuing them (from motives 


of 


—— 
— — 


S . 
WD ASAT RIS" 


2983 4 


ALE 


——— ———ů—ů—ĩðè: —— — — — — 
” 


N 2 * 
22 i 


—— x 
AS}. —— 


WC." 
- 


> 
= 
4TH 
. A: 
5 
N 95 5 
2& . 
* 
hy 
3 
2 — ay 4 
e 
Ca! 
7 
27 
3 5 
Ie”, 
ETC 
= BA 
Ip 
LED 
* * 
2 
5 ny 
x8) 
255 
4 
, 


* 
of affection) in the prieſt's office, whereby God was 
diſhonoured. And all this God turns upon Eli 
Samuel ſhall provoke Eli, as his ſons had provoked 
God. Aud thou ſhalt ſee an enemy in my habitation; and 
there ſhall not be an old man in thine houſe for ever; and 
the man of thine, «whom I ſhall not cut off from mine altar, 
ſhall be to conſumes thine eyes, and to grieve thine heart. 
1 Sam. ii. 33. Thus Eli was to ſee an enemy, a rival, 
in God's houſe, who was to conſume his eyes; whom 
he was to view With a ſuſpicious and jealous eye to the 
grief of his heart. After this God begins to provoke 
him : for he ſpeaks to Samuel, though a child, but 
no more to Eli. And thus God, when provoked to 
jealouſy, puts thoſe who provoke him, as it were, 
in his own place; then aſks them how they like 
it, and if they have not progured theſe things ta 
themſekves in that they have forſaken the Lord their 
God, Jerem. 11. 17, And this 1s no more than the 
law of retaliation—meaſure for meaſure, I come 
now to the 5 

6th head. Rebellion and diſcontent. Jonah is or- 
dered to Nineveh. He rebels, and goes to Joppa, in 
order to flee to Tarſus from the preſence of God. 
He is thrown overboard, and ſinks in the belly of 
hell. Then he is humbled, and prays heartily. God 
brings him up again, and repeats his command to 
Nineveh. Jonah goes, and delivers his meſſage, 
which was all that God required of him. He might 
then have gone home again, if he would; but 
Jonah ſeeks another quarrel, like Lot's wife, who 
| looked 


( $83 
looked back to ſee what became of Sodom : Jonah 


males a booth, and ſits there to ſee what becomes of 
the city. He had no orders for all this; he might 


have left the event of his meſſage to God. Jonah 
expecis an overthrow of all the buildings by an 
earthquake, or ſome ſtrange judgment ; God meant 
an overthrow of idolatry. Jonah expects that all 
would preſently go crying into hell; but God in- 
tended an univerſal cry to heaven, He begins to 
breathe out his anger againſt God; God breathes 
an eaſt wind, and ſmites Jonah. Jonah faints; ſo 


he may—Ged fainteth not, neither is weary, God 


raifes a gourd; Jonah is pleaſed, God ſmites it; 
Jonah is angry again, and does well to be angry, even 


unto death. Suppoſe he is what of that? Ninevel: 


ſhall ſtand in ſpite of him. His meſſage was an over- 
throw, not a deſiruficn. But God did not tell Jo- 


nah what he meant by an overthrow; then it proves 


(what every body knows) that God giveth not account 
of any of bis matters. Job xxxiii. 123. 
Jeremiah flees from the work, and is determined to 
have no more of it. God's anger is to come in like a 
torrent, and not one prophet to ſtand in the gap for 
Iſrael. A Jewiſh captain caught him, and brought 
him back, taking him for a traitor, who was going 
to fall away to the Chaldeans. 
the princes, who are wrath with bim; they ſmile 
him, and put bim in the priſon. Jer. xxxvii. 13, 14. 
Moſes deſires to be killed outright, that be may not 


ſee his wretchedneſs. 
A ſoul 


He is brought to 
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A ſoul thus influenced with the ſpirit of bondage, 
while he is haraſſed with a legal conſcience, is con- 
tented no where, The pſalmiſt wants the wings of 
4 dove to fly away, and remain afar off in the wilder- 
eſs. Another wiſhes that he had given up the 
ghoſt as ſoon as he came forth from the womb, and 
that no eye had ſeen him. Another is for à place 
of wayfaring men, that he may leave the people, and 
go from them. Elijah entreats the Lord to take 
away his life ; which was what God never intended 
to do. . | 

Every affliction under this ſpirit of bondage is 


ſingular, and works diſcontent — Had it been an ene- 
ny, I could have borne it; or, if it had been him that 


hated me, I would have hid myje!lf from him; but it 
was thou, c. — every thing but the right. Leah 
envies Rachel's beauty. Rachel envies Leah's 
fruitfulneſs. But nothing of this is felt while the 
love of Chriſt is enjoyed. I now proceed to the 
7th particular. Deſpondency and deſperation, The 
operations of this ſpirit of bondage, and the ſenſible 
diſpleaſure of God felt in it, bow the ſoul down.— I 
am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. 
The holy Spirit of God 1s grieved, and does not 
operate as a comforter ; hence the complaint—The 
comforter, that ſhould relieve my ſoul, is far from me. 
Lam. i. 16. Thou haſt removed my ſoul far off from 
peace; ¶ forget proſperity ; and I ſaid, My ftrength and 


my bope are periſhed from the Lord. Lam. iii. 17, 18. 


The ſenſible preſence gf God appears to be 
| wholly 
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wholly withdrawn, and nothing left but a bitter 
ſenſe of our loſs, and the remembrance of for- 
mer halcyon days, which the ſoul is ready to con- 
clude are gone for ever.—O that I were as in 
months paſt, as in the days when God preſerved me, 
when his candle fhined upon my head, and when ty 
his light I walked through darkneſs; as 1 was in the 


days of my youth, when the ſecret of God was upojt my 


tabernacle ; when the Almighty was yet with ne; when 
my children were about me; when I waſhed my ſteps 
with butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of il! 
Job, xxix. 2—6, | 

Looking back to former indulgences, and to tors 
mer banquets, is the chief employ of a ſoul thus in- 
fluenced. here is bread" enough in my father's houſe, 
and to gare, faith the prodigal, but 1 periſh with 
Zungen; and, fearing that he ſhould be dammed as an 
apoſtate or as an hypocrite in Zion, he wiſhed to be 
reduced to the level of a common bond- ſervant.— 
I have  finned againſt heaven, and in thy fight, and 
am no more worthy to be called thy ſon ; make me as 
an hircd ſervant. Thus legal bondage, meeting 
with guilt in his conſcience, brought him to himſelf, 

But then it may be aſked, why ſuch good men, and 
eſpecially ſuch a man as Job, who obtained ſo good 
a report through faith, and to whom God gave fo 
great a teſtimony as to call him @ perfect and an up- 
right man, &c. &c. who was ſo abundant in every 
good word and work—why ſuch a man ſhould be 


exerciſed with legal bondage again? That he was 
abundant 


© $92) 


abundant in good works is plain by what he ad- 
vances. I made a covenant with mine eyes, to keep 


my heart chaſte. Jf 1 have walked with vanity, or 


if my - foot hath haſted to deceit; if my ſtep hath 
turned out of the way, and mine heart walked after 
mine eyes; and if any blot hath cleaved 10 my bands; 
then let me ſow, and let another eat. If I did de- 


fpiſe the cauſe of my man ſervant or maid ſervant when 


they contended with me; if I have withheld the poor 
from their dęſire, or have cauſed the eyes of the widow 
to fail, or have eaten my morſel alone, and the father- 
42% hath not eaten theresf; if hade jeen any periſh 
for want of clothing, or any poor without covering; 
if bis leins have not bleſſed me, and if be were not 
warmed with the fleece of my ſheep. The ſtranger did 
not lodge in the ſtreet, but I opened my doors to the 
traveller; yea, 1 was eyes to the blind, and feet was 
I to the lame. I plucxed the ſpoil out of the teeth of 
the oppreſſor, and cauſed the widow's heart to ſing for 
joy. He had inſtructed many; his words had up- 
holden them that were falling, and he had ſtrength- 
ened the feeble knees. O that God toculd hear me ! 
Behold, my deſere is that the Almighty would anſcver 
me, and that mine adverſary had written a book : ſurely 
1 would take it upon my jhould:r, and bind it as a 
crown to me: I would declare into him the number 
of my ſteps; as a prince Twoin'd ] go near unto him. I 
agſire to be weighed in an even balance, that the Al- 

mighty may know mine integrity, Job xxix. xxxi. 
Now 1t may be aſked, Are not theſe good works? 
And 
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( 62 ) 

And it muſt be anſwered, Yes; they are. And is 
not this being fruitful, and abounding in the work 
of the Lord? It certainly is. But he calls all 
theſe performances his on. I did this. I did that; 
but never acknowledges the help and power of God, 
which or led in him both to will and to do all theſe things, 
He takes all the glory of his good works to himſelf, 
and robs God of the glory of his grace. If he was 
rich, who made him ſo? If he eſchewed evil, who 
gave him a tender conſcience and that fear? If he 
was liberal, who opened his heart? David ſays, 
What am I and my people, that we ſhould offer thus | 
willingly ? To ſome it is given to gather together and 
to heap up, but not an heart given to do good therewith, 
And who made Job to differ? If Fob inſtructed 
many, who gave him wiſdom? If he was eyes to 
the blind, who gave him underſtanding? If he 
ſtrengthened the weak lands, from whence came the 
bleſſing and the power? Job takes the glory of all 
theſe things to himfelf; but God was the agent and 
author of all theſe good works, and will not give his 
glory to another. 

Come, Job (fays God), you have performed 
wonders; and I muſt be greatly indebted to you, 
to be ſure, for all theſe good fruits, which were put 
forth by my Spirit. You call for the Almighty ta 
anſwer you. You call me your adverſary, and wiſh 
that I had written a book of your performances; 
you would take it on your ſhoulder, and bind it as 
2 crown to you, and as a prince you would draw 
near 
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near to me. You defire to be weighed in an 


even balance, that I may know your integrity. You 
deſire to reaſon with God. You tell me enough of 
what you have done; but you ſay nothing of my 
working in you to will and to do. Wherefore I will 
ceaſe working in you. My preſence, my viſitations, 
my dew of grace, ſhalt be withdrawn; and I will 
fend my law and its demands into your conſcience, 
and you ſhall ſee what that requires, and how infi- 
nitely ſhort your obedience comes when laid to that 
rule; and by that law I will neither miniſter my 
grace to you, nor work in you; that law is your 
debt book, that law is the hand- writing that is againſt 
you. Now caſt up your accounts, and fee what 1 

owe you, or what you owe me. By my law you 
fhall have the knowledge of your fin, and in that 
law I will hide my face, and I ſhall then ſee how you 
go on without me.—//herefore hideſt thou thy face 
from me, and holdeſt me for thine enemy? Will thon 

break a leaf; wilt thou purſue the dry ſtubble? For 

thou wwriteſt bitter thin 95 againſt me, and male me to 
Poe the iniquities of my youth, Job xiii. 24— 26. 

Job is now got to the black mount. God's face is 

hid. He feels the law working wrath in him 

holdeft me for thine enemy. The hand- writing is be- 

fore him TH durilęſt Pitter things againſt me. And 


by the law is the knowledge of ſin— I poſſeſs the ini- 


quities of my youth, 
Why do you cry out, Job? This is the even ha- 
lance of my ſanctuary, ia which you wiſhed to be 
| weighed, 
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( 64 ) 
weighed. Come, Job, I have not done with you; 
I will take you away from my mercy-ſeat : the Ran- 


ſom, the Surety, and the Redeemer, that I have pro- 


vided, ſhall be out of ſight for a while; and I will 
draw near to you in wrath, and on a throne of judg- 
ment; for thou knoweſt but little of me yet. Aud 
dnfs thou open thine eyes upon ſuch an one, and bringeſt 
me into judgment with thee ? O that thou wouldeſt hide 
me in the grave; that thou woulde}t keep me in ſecret till 
thy wrath be paſt ; that thou wouldeſt appoint me a ſet 
time, and remember me. Job xiv. 3—13. 

Now, Job, you are at a throne of judgment, and 
you feel my wrath in the law againſt you as a tranſ- 
greſſor; and where are now all your good works? 
Will they anſwer for you? Oh, no; if he will enter 
into judgment with man, he cannot anſcver him one of a 
theyſand. In this even balance you are found want- 
ing, Job. I am indeed; 7herefore put me in a ſurety 


with thee. And now where wilt thou go? O let me 
go to the throne of grace. O bal knew where 1 


might find him, that I might come even to his ſeat. 
What do you want to get there for, Job? Why to 
get away from a throne of judgment, from the hand- 
writing, from the wrath of God, and from my angry 
Judge; for there, at the mercy-ſeat, he righteous 
might diſpute with him ; ſo ſhould I be delivered for ever 
from my Judge. Job xxiii. 7. 

A child of God (like Job) who has known the 
benefits and bleſſings of a mercy- ſeat; who has ex- 
perienced the dew of God's grace; who has been 


bleſſed | 
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© 69 ) 
bleſſed with the viſitation of God; who has felt the 
candle of the Lord ſhining upon his head, and the 
Almighty's preſence with him, and the glory of God 
freſh in him (Job xxix); I ſay, for ſuch a ſoul to be 
brought to the darkneſs of the old mount (where the 
face of God is hid) to be placed afreſh before the 
hand-writing of the law; to have his corruptions 
ſtirred up by it; to poſſeſs the iniquities of his youth; 
to feel the wrath of God, yea the terrors, curſes, and 
threatenings, of the law; all theſe arrows of the A- 


mighty are within me (faith Job), the poiſon whereof 


arinketh up my ſpirit ; the terrors of God do ſet them- 
ſelves in array againſ} me. Job vi. 4. I ſay, for a 
ſoul that is thus dealt with, and ſenſibly ſet before a 
throne of judgment, to be ſhut up in legal bondage, 
and graſped by the hand of an angry God, under 
which ſenſible anger Satan tempted him to blaſpheme 
the Almighty, becauſe he appeared in ſuch wrath 
againſt him; I ſay, ſuch a law-work, works nothing 
but deſpondency and deſperation—Do ye imagine to 
reprove words, and the ſpeeches of one that is deſperate ? 
Job vi. 26. | : 

We have got ſome fools in a profeſſion, who tell 
us that a believer cannot be entangled again in legal 
bondage.—* It is the working of his own corrup- 
ce tions,” ſay they, © and Satan's temptations.” But 
the Spirit of truth calls it the anger of God, the wrath 
of Cod, the arrows of God, the terrors of Cod, the in- 
aignation of God, the burning jealousy of God, the heavy 
hend of God, the provecations of God, and the judgment 


- of 


( 66 ) = 
of Cod: and, until ſuch fools can diſtinguiſh between 
the law of God and their own corruptions ; between 
the arrows of God and the fiery darts of Satan ; they 
are ignorant of God's teaching, and ought to hold 
their peace, and be ſwift to hear and ſlow to ſpeak, 
and not let themſelves up for maſters, left they fab into 


the coracmmation of the devil. h 
But the true caſe and ſtate of ſuch men is this f 

They are conſcious to themſelves that they are in a 
ſplendid profeſſion, and yet are ignorant of this divine g 
teaching; wherefore they call the laſhes of their con- x 
{ciences, their fears, their apprehenſions, their bon- f 
dage, &c. the workings of the old man, and Satan's b 
devices againſt them ; and that bearing up under and " 
againſt theſe, is fighting the good fight of faith : + 
whereas the truth of the matter is this—lIr is the * 
wrath of God, the bondage of the law, and the curſe 5 
of it, working in their ſouls for their hypocritical a 
profeſſion; being deſtitute of the grace of God, and 2 
having never been born again of God; ſo that their 

fighting is beating the air. It is not the fight of 

faith, but of rebellion; not againſt Satan, but againſt Y 
both God and conſcience; and God makes this ma- MF _. 
nifeſt in every profeſſor, whom he gives up to Hard- 15 2 
eſs of heart, to a fearful looking for of judgment, to i 
damnabie bereſies, to open profanity, to madness, or to = © 
feif-murder, I proceed now, e's 

Sthly, To ſhew the /en/ible dryneſs and barrenneſs 

that attend legal bondage. By the law God doth "iſ 
not communicate his Spirit, and without his influ- 5 


ence 


18 

ence there can be no fruit. Refreſhings come from 

God's preſence; but in the law his preſence can 
never be enjoyed; no good fruit, unleſs we abide in 
the vine; for under the legal yoke Chriſt profits us 
nothing, with reſpect to ſenſible union and commu- 
nion; our joy withers, and love waxes cold. No 
bloſſoming like a roſe with divine enlargement; no 
heavenly-mindedneſs, no life and peace enjoyed; 
nothing felt within but God's anger, man's rebellion, 
and Satan's aſſaults; nothing without but gloomineſs, 
freſh ſcenes of trouble, and diſſatisfaction with every 
thing. A preacher under this ſpirit may ſtorm and 
rage, and think to frighten men out of their ſins, 
and drive them to heaven with theſe laſhes of legal 
terrors, and the thunderbolts of damnation ; but all 
in vain; ſinners are only hardened by it, and ſaints 
are ſtarved. It is no better than attempting to. 
ce force the Spirit of Grace itſelf, and bind his c con- 
<« ſort Liberty.“ Milton. 

Such a ſoul, re-entangled with the yoke of bon- 
dage, communicates nothing but bondage to others. 
His converſation is nothing but complaints; groan- 
ing under ſin, and talking of his doubts, fears, and 
dreadful apprehenſions. His converſe favours of 
nothing bur horror, terror, torment, bondage, and 
wrath, dread, death, and damnation ; and what he 
diſcourſes of, that he leaves behind him wherever he 
goes. He is barren in his foul, barren in his cloſer, 
barren in his family, barren in the pulpit, barren in 


the pew, barren in the church, and barren in the 


E, 2 | n 


E 

world. No unction, no ſalt, no oil of joy, no ſavory 
meat, no water of life, comes by the law: it is a 
dark and dry mountain in a barren land; and he that 
goes there 15 filled with darkneſs, and his converſation 
is nothing but confuſion, vain jangling, inconſiſten- 
cies, and ſclf-contradiction. Such ſouls are dried up 
like a potſherd ; their joys are withered away, and 
they may cry, as others have done, My leanneſs, my 

leanneſs, wo unto me ! 225 
And, as for thoſe poor blind ſouls who tell us that 
legal bondage can never again influence a child of 
God; but that all this bondage, fear, wrath, and 
terror, are only the ſtirrings of corruption they 
would do well to inform us how corruption can work 
without the law; for where there is no law there is no 
tranſgraſion; the motions of fin are by the law; the 
Strength of jin is the law; by the law is the knowledge 
of fin. The law was added that the offence might 
abound ; and lin takes occaſion by the commandment, 
and works in the members through the command- 
ment. The law is man's debt book, and reveals 
the wrath of the creditor againſt the debtor, In 
. Chrift fin 1s done away, and God is well pleaſed; 
but no where elſe. And, as to making Satan the 
/ only inſtigator of the ſtirrings of corruption, is mak- 
ing him divided againſt himſelf. —The frong man 
armed (in an unawakened ſinner) keeps his goods in 
peace : and his work with a backſliding faint is to rock 
him to fleep, or lull him into carnal ſecurity, as he 
did David when he fell, It was not Satan, but God 
. by 
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by his prophet, that awakened him out of his le- 
thargy. The law therefore is a dreadful chaſtening 
rod in the hand of God; and, though there is no 
vindictive wrath to a choſen veſſel, Chriſt having 
anſwered for him; yet a believer, influenced by a 
| ſpirit of bondage, and gone back to the law, feels no 
leſs than the wrath and anger of God working in him; 
as it is written, In my wrath I ſinote thee. — Thou waſt 
angry with me, but thine anger is turned away, and thou | 
comforteſt me. His anger endureth but a moment; in 
his favour is life, weeping may endure for a night, but 
jor cometh in the morning. In a little wrath I hid my 
face from thee, but in great mercies will I gather thee. 
Which leads me to the 

gth head, namely, A backwardneſs or reluctancè to all 
that is good, The {cripture, in many places, ſpeaks 
againſt ſuch a ſoul, who cannot exerciſe faith on the 
promiſes. His heart 1s ſhut up, the bible is a ſealed 
book to him, and therefore it gets out of favour with 
him. —Repent, and do thy firſt works, &c. 

The ordinances are a dry breaſt. He cannot mix 
faith with the good tidings, and therefore comes 

with reluctance, rather driven with terror than drawn 

by love.—1 have ſomewhat againſt thee; thou haſt 

left thy firſt love. 

The cheerful countenances of lively ſaints are ra- 
ther a grief and trouble to him than otherwiſe. He 

cannot help envying them even in the houſe of God; 

he looks at them with a jealous eye; and often 

concludes that he is like Saul, who, when left of 
E 3 1 God, 
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God, hated David. © Every ſermon J hear,” ſaith. 


ſuch a ſoul, © will riſe up in judgment againſt me, 
and occaſion my greater damnation.” And, were 
it not for the ſtrong hand of God upon him, the 
ways of Zion would be unoccupied by him. As 
to Chriſtian conference, it only diſcovers his naked- 


neſs; inſtead of well ſet hair, he appears in baldneſs, 


and chooſes at times to fit ſolitary, ke a ſparrow alone 
upon the houſe- top, like a pelican of the wilderneſs, or an 
owl of the deſert ; yea, he had rather get behind a 
corner, or croſs the {treet, than meet a child of God 
who walks in the light of the Lord's countenance. 
Family and cloſet prayer brings nothing in; he 
therefore goes with reluctance to it, and performs it 
with grief, under ſlaviſh fear and ſenſible diſpleaſure; 
and, not finding nearneſs of acceſs, nor ſucceſs, in 
praying, he is backward to 1t.—But thou haſt not 
called upon me, O Jacob, and thou haſt been weary of 
me, O Iſrael. | 
His love being chilled, and waxed cold, his heart 
is ſhut up to the cauſe of God, and to the poor and 
needy of the Lord's houſchold ; he is not a cheerful 
giver; far from it; and, if covetouſneſs was one of 


his conſtitutional fins, it will hover over him again, 


and cleave to him, though he is aſhamed of it; and, 
as he can get no comfort from his God, nor any with 
the ſaints, he is cold and indifferent both to God and 
to his pechle. I come now to diſcover, 

 1othly, His Jega! ftrivings againſt ſin and corruption 
while under this ſpirit of bondage. He finds his foul 
E 4 bitter, 
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bitter, and his temper peeviſh. He murmurs, and 
inwardly frets, at every thing that makes againſt him; 
and indeed nothing ſeems to go well with him; his 
pirit is (tiff and ſtubborn; God, in a way of provi- 
dence as well as grace, ſeems o walk contrary to him, 
and he walks contrary to God, He is froward; and 
God ſhews himſelf froward, His enmity againſt God 
is ſtirred up; and hard thoughts of God. poileſs 
him, which at times are unadviſedly ſpoken with his 
lips; or, as the prophet ſays, his tongue muttereth per- 


 verſeneſs. Againſt theſe corruptions he ſtrives hard; 


but they ſtir not a whit the leſs for that. He goes forth 
in the morning, determined to watch his conduct 
more narrowly, and to be more upon his guard than 
ever: but, when he balances his books at night, he 
is juſt where he was, or rather worſe. He then re- 
ſolves, he promiſes, and he vows; but all in vain; 
he breaks through all in thought, word, and deed; 
for there is no ſpiritual might communicated to 
ſtrengthen the inward man by the law, no help but 


om the ſanktuary; no ſtrength but out of Zion. 


He now determines (like Job) to give allup, come 
on him what will; or elſe to harden himſelf in ſor- 
row; when another cloud of ſenſible diſpleaſure rolls 
over him; fears, terror, and expectations of worſe to 
come, move him again; to work he goes afreſh, and 
ſoon finds himſelf plunged into the ſame ditch again, 
zill bis own clothes abhor him, He ſtands amazed at 
what is come upon him; he cannot make a judgment 
of himſelf, nor of his ſtate; nor does he know what 

4 to 


( 7% 3 
to fay.— F I ſay, I am perfect, it ſhall prove me per- 
verſe; and if I am righteous I will not know my ſoul, 
He weeps, melts, and confeſſes; his eye pours out 
tears unto God. Another billow rolls over him, and 
he is again hardened, feeling himſelf as ſtubborn as an 
aſs, and ag rebellious as Satan.—Let me alone, ſays he, 

that ] may take comfort a little; let me alone, that I may 
feoallow down my ſpittle. Thou flleſt me with bitter- 
neſs, and giveſt me the waters of gall to drink. He 
wiſhes to examine his former profeſſion carefully by 
the word of God; but he is too dark to make a pro- 
per judgment, and too confuſed to come to any point 
of certainty. Have I any claim upon (God, or have 
I not? Is my faith genuine, or is it preſumption ? 
If the latter, I have committed the unpardonable fin. 
His heart and fleſh fail at , thought, and the ſpirit 
of heavineſs ſinks him. A ray of light ſhines into 
him, which is eclipſed in a moment. A promiſe 
comes, but brings no power nor deliverance. Hope 
moves, and the ſoul melts ; hut that paſſes away as a 
cloud. One ſingle word at the latter end of a ſer- 
mon, and that is all; and ſometimes even that is 
coyly put away, and in thought applied to another, 
who is more worthy. He cannot pleaſe conſcience, 
nor will conſcience be reconciled to him. He is in 
himſelf miſerable, and he makes all miſerable about 
him. Cheerfulneſs is ſinging ſongs to à heavy heart; 1 
- he therefore hates it. He is a companion for none 
but thoſe in the hoſpital; and if he meets one more 
miſerable than himſelf, he will ſet to work to com- 
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fort him, and hold forth that conſolation to his pa- 
tient which he cannot take to himſelf, 

He will fit down and quarrel with God; but, if he 
hears another at it, he will reprove him for his rebel- 
lion. He cavils at the word of God; but he cannot 
bear that another ſhould. In his heart he will rail at 


the preacher, and at his ſermon too; but he will not 


ſuffer any body elſe to ſpeak evil of either. He 
wants eaſe, but he is afraid of it; he wants comfort, 
but refuſes to take it; and he wants healing, but 
hates them that try to heal him, leſt it ſhould be 
done ſlightly, and leſt they ſhould cry, Peace, when 
God had not ſpoken peace. He diets himſelf—he 
faſts, he eats herbs: he ſcruples this, and that. 
not, touch not, handle not but he is barren ſtill, I 
come now to the | | 
11th head, Which is the m/erable ſucceſs that at- 
tends this legal labour. All his ſtriving againſt fin in 
his own ſtrength 1s like Peter's reſolution, only be- 
trays him into ſin, and into the fieve of Satan; for 
without Chriſt, he can do nothing. And every time 
he ſins there is ſomething freſh for the wrath of the 
law to work on, and freſh matter for conſcience to 
accuſe of; both which awaken his fears, and ſummon 
all his terrors about him. F 7 fin, then thou markeſt 
me, and wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity. Thou 
reneweſt thy witneſſes againſt me, and increaſeſt thine in- 
dignation upon me: changes and war are 4 gainſt me. 

Job x. 14, 17. 
Hardneſs of heart always attends this labour in 
vain 
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vain. The poor creature may groan till his breaſt 
bone be fore, but his heart cannot melt; nor can he 
pour out either his ſoul, or one penitential tear, to 
God, without a ray from the ſun of righteouſneſs, 
and that is ſeldom more than momentary, —M/hy haſt 
thou made us to err from thy way, and hardened our 
hearts from thy fear ? | 
Cutting diſappointments attend this legal labour. 
He promiſes himſelf reſt in this place, but finds 
none; he expects relief from this book, and under 
that preacher ; he thinks ſuch a morning will bring 
peace, and the next ſabbath will ſet all to rights. But 


none of his purpoſes ſtand.— A purpoſes are broken 


off, even the thoughts of mine heart. Job. xvil. 11. 
He is ready to conclude that his former experience 
of the divine favour was nothing but a trap, intended 
to ſet him as a fairer butt for God's indignation, and 
that he will take an advantage of all his former hum- 
ble confeſſions, and condemn him out of his own 
mouth. Le hath bent his bow, and ſet e as @ mark for 

the arrow. Lam. ili. 12. | 
A ſelf-righteous ſpirit works fadly in the ſoul at 
ſuch times as theſe, He will vindicate himſelf, and 
caſt all the blame upon God, Wilt thor diſannul my 


Juagments? wilt thou condenm me, that thou mayeſt be 


righteous? Job xl. 8. 


Sad darkneſs and ignorance attend the foul under 


this legal bondage; and yet ſuch fouls have much 


pride and ſelf-conceit, Hence Job is charged with 


dartcning counſel by werds without knowledge. Job. 
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XXXVII. 2; uttering things which he under/tood not, things 
200 wonderful for him, which he knew not. Job. xlii. 3. 
There is in ſuch a foul a ſtrife with the Almighty, 
and a diſapprobation of his meaſures ; a cenſuring his 
providence, and an arraignment of his conduct. 


But who ever hardened hin if againſt him, or who ever 
trove with him, aud proſpered? Why doſt thou ſtrive 


againſt bim? for b giveth not account of any of his 


matters. Job xxxili. 13. 

This is deep calling unto deep, one trouble anſwering 
another, and the ill ſucceſs attending it. This þring- 
ing forth wind 1s all the fruit produced by one en- 
tangled with this yoke of bondage ; who labours to 
get victory over ſin by his own arm, and to get peace 
and comfort from his own performances. One be- 
lieving view of Chriſt, or one propitious look from 


Chriſt, and nothing elſe, will deliver a ſoul from this 
- grievous, this galling, yoke of bondage. 


1. I ſhall now mention a few things that generally 
precede, or go before, this yoke of bondage, as pro- 
curing cauſes of it; and one 1s an itching ear. The 
Galatians and the Corinthians were not ſatisfied with 
the truth, nor yet with the apoſtle; and therefore got 
this legal leaven by the miniſters of Satan. They 
turned their ears from the truth that maketh free, 
and got the law that genders to bondage. 

2. Raſh and unrighteous cenſuring and judging 
of the Lord's people, making his preachers offenders 
fer a word; or for condemning what they never felt, 
what they never underſtood, and what they cannot 

diſprove ; 


( #3 

diſprove; is moſt ſure, in the end, to bring on this 
yoke, and themſelves at the bar of judgment; for to 
comdemn the juſt is an abomination to God. Hence 
the caution— Fudge not, that ye be not judged ; for with 
what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged. Matt. vii. 2. 
A man who judges in ſpiritual matters mult be a per- 
ſon of good experience, in church authority, and of 
good diſcernment ; and one who has truth at the root, 
truth in view, and the honour of God, and not his 
own, at heart. 

3. Prejudice conceived, and enmity cheriſhed 
in the heart, againſt a preacher, or againſt a bro- 
ther, without a juſt cauſe, or even if there be a real 
cauſe, is ſure, ſooner or later, to bring on this yoke 
of bondage. The ſervant, that obtained forgive- 
neſs for ten thouſand talents, could not forgive his 
brother the debt of five hundred pence; he was 
therefore delivered to the bondage of the law, the 
wrath of God, the laſhes of conſcience, and the darts 
of Satan ; all which tormented him till he could yield 
that ſubmiſſion and reſignation to God, and that af- 
fection for his brother that is due unto God, and to 
his brother for Got's ſake. © Never,” ſays a wiſe 
man, © judge another till thou haſt put thyſelf in his 
place,” leſt, when thou jadgeſt another, thou condemneſt 
thine own ſelf. And thinkeſ# thou this, O man, that 
thou fait eſcape the judgment of God? Rom. ii. 1, 3. 

4. Reading erroneous books, and attempting to 


be caiſe above what is written, has betrayed many into 


ihe entanglement of this yoke of bondage; when 2 
falſe 


— 
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falſe fire, and freſh views of things, has wonderfully 
enamoured them, bringing freſh ſparks of light and 
heat, whilſt the old fire from the altar, and the good 
old wine, have been uninflaming and unpalatable to 
them, and they have been charmed till they were 
poiſoned, and have been like Zphraim, broken in 


judgment, by willingly following after the command- 


meat (Hoſea v. 11), after the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men which turn from the truth. 
And now I ſuppoſe my reader, if he be a man 
that fears God, a perſon of any long ſtanding in the 
church of Chriſt, and in any meaſure acquainted 
with divine tuition, will hardly believe that the au- 


thor of this diſcourſe, who has been twenty-two 


years in the ſchool of Chriſt, twenty-one in the mi- 
niſtry, and has gone through the various operations 
of the ſpirit of bondage as herein related, and who 
has compared notes both with the bible and with 
bible ſaints, ſhould be counted a liar for all this, 
and be traduced as a miſguided and miſinformed man, 
and as one who traces things up to God and to his 
holy law, which can only be traced up to Satan and 
to the corruption of the human heart, Therefore 
I ſubmit what J have written to God, and to the 


Judgment of wiſdom's children. And, if it be falſe, 


let Mr. HackeR, whom God is now making manifeſt, 
prove me a liar in all this, and make my ſpeech nothing 
worth, If he can overthrow what I have here advanc- 
ed, and prove all thoſe things, which the Holy 
Ghoſt attributes to God, to be applicable only to 

Satan, 


( 78-3 


Satan, and all that the ſcriptures apply to the law 
to be only the workings of corruption, then the 


work 1s done. 


But we are told, that “ a believer's re-entangle- 


ment by the moral law is inconſiſtent with the abo- 
licion of it.” Then this inconſiſtency is to be found 


in the word of God; and let them who are wiſe 


above what is written diſprove it, or caſt the blame 
there. | 

| That the law is aboliſhed and done away in Chriſt, 

the ſcriptures witneſs. 2 Cor. iii. 13. That the 

Galatians, who ſtood not faſt in their liberty, but 

were leavened with legal leaven, were going to be 

entangled again with the yoke of bondage (Gal. v. 

1) is ſcriptural alſo. So that this inconſiſtency is 

founded upon the very letter of ſcripture text. Be- 

ware of the leaven of the phariſees, ſays the Saviour. 


You ſuffer if a man bring you into bondage. 2 Cor. xi. 


20. Falſe brethren were brought in, who came in pri- 
vily to ſpy out our liberty which we have in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that they might bring us into bondage. Gal. ii. 4 
Why tempt ye God to put a yoke upon the diſciples 
necks (Acts xv. 10), by compelling them to be cir- 
cumciſed and keep the law ? Acts xv. 5. But, if there 
be no ſuch thing as a yoke of bondage to re-en- 
tangle a believer, then the apoſtles were in no dan- 
ger by theſe falſe brethren, nor the Galatians either. 
But this inconſiſtency is not only to be found in the 
bible, but in the experience of God's children, Lu- 


- THER found enough of it, as appears in his com- 
ment 
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0 
ment on the Galatians, And I have felt ſo much 
of it ſince I could call Jeſus my Lord and my God, 
that I declare, in the preſence of God, I would 
not go through it again for a thouſand worlds. But 
it was God's will that I ſhould know law from gol- 
pel, not only in my head by the ſcriptures, but in 
my heart by their different operations. Paul knew 
what it was to go bound in the Spirit, and what it 
was to be made all ihings to all men; as under the 
law io themeetbat were under the law; and what it 
was to warn ſinners for three years, night and day, 
with tears. And I much queſtion if there 1s one 
child of God in this nation, twenty years old in 
grace, that has not felt this yoke, or at times been 
more or leſs influenced with a ſpirit of bondage. 
Thus this inconſiſtency is to be found in the bible, 
and in the experience of all the ſaints of God: but 
there 1s a worſe inconſiſtency to be found in grace- 
leſs profeſſors, and that is, promiſing others liberty 
while /hemſebves are the ſervants of corruption, 
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